Shakespeare Sonnet Charts and Analyses

1. Select a sonnet to analyze;

2. identify speaker and situation, and, if possible, audience;

3. Use the sonnet progression chart to analyze, quatrain by quatrain, the ideas, questions, problems posed in the sonnet;

4. Identify figurative language devices used and describe what they contribute to the development of meaning.

a. Diction

b. Similes and metaphors

c. Imagery (label type)

d. Details

e. Personification

f. Paradoxes and oxymorons

5. Discuss the meaning of the couple and how it reinforces or refutes the ideas presented in quatrains 1,2,3.

6. Identify the theme of the sonnet:

a. immortality through verse;

b. immortality through procreation (have kids and your beauty will live forever);

c. immortality through friendship/love;

d. compensation; 

e. Dark Lady sonnet

f. farewell sonnet

g. rival poet sonnet
