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Alliteration is the repetition of similar consonant sounds, often at the beginning of words.

It is used to create melody, establish mood, call attention to important words and point out similarities and differences.
Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.

Blow, bugle blow, set the wild echoes flying... (Tennyson)

Blithe beaded bubbles blinking at the brim... (Keats)

FAST RUN IN THE JUNKYARD

That junkyard fell down the side of the hill

like a river: baby buggy black leather

cracked car back seat, sofa wind-siphoned

by a clutch of tangled wire hangers hanging on

like spiders. We stood and fell as momentum told us
toward somebody's sodden Sealey dying of galloping miasma,
jumped on bedsprings sprung to pogos, and leaped

for king-of-the-mountain where boxes and cans fountained
up the hill's other side. Sailing saucers, we rode

back down, flinging hat racks, burlap sacks, chairs cropped
of backs and flotsam crockery, breezed in league boots
back out of everybody's past hazards, up to the road

to break tar bubbles all-the-way-home where things

were wearing out as fast as we were growing up.

Jeannette Nichols
Exercise 1

1. What experience does this poem describe? Who is the speaker?

2. The speaker obviously appreciates the excitement of this experience. How old is the speaker? What is
the time setting of the poem and what is the vantage point of the speaker? Is the speaker a male or
female? How do you know?

3. Find examples of alliteration in Fast Run in the Junkyard. How do these sounds reinforce the actions mentioned in the
poem?
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