AP Economics

Urbien


Dear Students and Parents, 

Welcome back to a new school year. As we begin the new term, I hope that many of you will be focused and active in distributing the Raider Goals: Thinkers, Contributors, and Communicators. 

In order to graduate from Rowland, you must take a semester course in economics. AP economics will fulfill this requirement with a passing grade. By taking this course you will not only fulfill your graduation requirement, but it will also prepare you for the test in May.

All students are expected to take both the AP Macroeconomics and AP US Government in May. Students are responsible for paying for the tests or obtaining a waiver from Mr. Ward during testing registration. Students who choose not to take the tests will be required to write a AP quality Free Response Questions along with the answers.  

In this class, you will gain an understanding of the principles of economics that apply to an economic system as a whole. We will emphasize the basic concepts of economics, but also how the United States measures economic performance, economic growth and their role in the international economy.

It is important that you stay on task with the work in economics in order to earn a passing grade. All students must pass economics in order to graduate from Rowland. If you are unable to keep up with the work it is your responsibility that you contact me immediately to make an appointment in order to discuss some promising solutions for you to graduate. Also, tutoring is available through the START program after school. Ultimately, it is your responsibility to earn a passing grade.
After you have finished reading the syllabus and expectations, please sign your name at the end of the packet acknowledging that you have read and understood what is expected of you this semester. 

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me through email the school website or call 626-965-3448, ext. 3239. 








Sincerely,









Ms. Aimee Urbien

 AP Economics

Course Requirements

1. You are expected to be prepared for every class. This includes bringing your notebook and book to class everyday. Reading and assignments should be done the previous night. 

2. A spiral notebook will be used which will contain all class notes, handouts and assignments.

3. Economics will be a discussion based class. Students are expected to participate in class while listening to classmates and being respectful. 

4. All assignments are to be turned in on time. No late work will be accepted. 

Evaluation

Grades will be determined by a point system with the following weights:
Tests/Quizzes/FRQ/Final


50%


Notebook/Homework



15%



Project/Term Paper



20%


Participation




15%

Grades will not be rounded up nor will there be extra credit given, therefore do the work!

Grade Scale: It is the policy of the Honors Department of a no D policy. The following will be used for the grade scale in this class

A


90-100

B


80-89



C


68-79


F


0-67
Grade Bump: Students will earn a grade bump if the score a 4 or 5 on the AP tests. A 4 will earn a 5% increase and a 5 a 10% increase in the semester grade. Students who have been disciplined for academic dishonesty will not be qualified for the grade bump. 

I. Tests/Quizzes/FRQ/Final:  Quizzes, tests, and free response questions (FRQ’s) will be given on a weekly basis. For each quiz a 30 question multiple choice exam and 1 FRQ will be given. For tests, 50 questions will be given one day and 3 FRQ’s will be given on the second day. All tests and quizzes will be curved with the highest grade being the top score. All quizzes, tests and FRQ’s need to be made up when you are absent, otherwise the score will earn a zero. A final will be given at the end of the semester, which will be cumulative and be a past AP exam. For all quizzes, tests and the final, calculators can be used, but calculators cannot be used on the AP exam in May. Cell phones are not permitted during a quiz or test and will result in a zero and referral. 

II. Notebooks/Homework Includes all class notes, handouts and homework. Notebooks will consist of all classwork and notes. They will be graded at the end of each unit. Late notebooks will be accepted but only for half credit and must be graded before the next unit and will not be accepted after the end of a grading period. Homework will be assigned on a daily basis and will be checked the following day. A work packet will be due at the end of each unit and will be graded for completing the work on time, completeness and quality of work. Late homework will be accepted before the start of the next unit or before the end of the grading period, but only for half credit. All work must be handwritten. Any work that is copied from the internet or another student will result in a zero for the assignment. 
III. Projects/Term Paper A term paper will be assigned  during the middle of the semester and due after the Thanksgiving break. The term paper will be an individual project and consist of 5-7 pages. Late projects will be accepted but will earn a lower grade each day it is late. Projects that are more than 4 days late will not be accepted. 
IV. Participation: The participation grade will be based on your attendance, behavior and effort put into this class. You are expected to be on time and in your seat when the bell rings. You are expected to be engaged in class discussion and be respectful when other students or I am talking. Students who are consistently late, sleeping in class or on their cell phone or other electronic devices will receive a zero for participation. 
I have read and understood what is expected of me in AP Economics this semester.

 I know it is my responsibility

· To determine my own success and path to graduation

· To notify the teacher if I have problems or concerns about my grade in a timely matter. 

· To ask from the teacher or another student for any assignments, notes, tests and/or quizzes that I missed and makeup the assignments in a timely matter. 

· To be on time and prepared for class

· To participate and be attentive in class. This includes not sleeping, being on my cell phone or listening to music and understand this will result in a zero for participation. 

Student Name ______________________________________________________
Student Signature ___________________________________________________
Parent Signature ____________________________________________________
Parent Contact Number _______________________________________________

Parent Email _______________________________________________________
All assignments, upcoming test, quizzes, projects, etc. can be checked through the school website using Homelink. 
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