A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway

notes for chapters 27-29 (pages 181-208)
Disaster: The Italian Army Has to Retreat

“There were many words that you could not stand to hear and finally only the names of the places had dignity. Certain numbers were the same way and certain dates and these with the names of the places were all you could say and have them mean anything. Abstract words such as glory, honor, courage, or hallow were obscene beside the concrete names of villages, the numbers of roads, the names of rivers, the numbers of regiments and the dates” (185).

What is Frederic Henry trying to explain?

Battle of Caporetto, 24 October 1917

This is the battle that Frederic Henry is 
trying to survive. Frederic is retreating
from the Austro-Hungarians who are
advancing 150 kilometers.

The ambulance drivers with Fredric Henry during the retreat.
How can you tell them apart?
Record a few details about each.

ANONYMOUS, English, 16th century

Western wind, when will thou blow
The small rain down can rain? 
Christ, if my love were in my arms 
And I in my bed again!

1. Reread page 197. Frederic Henry quotes this poem. He has broken it into pieces, but he recites the entire poem. What is Ernest Hemingway the author trying to communicate to the reader?


“’I’m sorry he makes you so uncomfortable. Try to go to sleep, sweet’” (197).

2. Who is Frederic speaking to? What is he taking about?

“You won’t go away in the night would you?” (197).

3. Who is Frederic speaking to? What does Frederic seem to be talking about?
4. What is Ernest Hemingway explaining is Frederic deepest fear?







5. Why does Frederic Henry shoot and wound the sergeant engineer? Why does Bonello finish him off and kill him?

6. Why do Bonello, Piani, Aymo and Frederic Henry all have to abandon the ambulances and walk on foot?

7. What does Frederic Henry do with the two young women that he was allowing to ride in one of the ambulances?

Reflection:
First Battle of the Marne, 6 September 1914


First Battle of Arras, 1 October 1914


First Battle of Ypres, 14 October 1914


Battle of Verdun, 21 February 1916


Battle of the Somme, 1 July 1916


Battle of Belleau Wood, 6 June 1918








On 24 October 1917 the Central Powers troops broke through the Italian lines in the upper Isonzo, converging on � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caporetto" \o "Caporetto" �Caporetto� and surrounding the 2nd Italian Army. The Italian army commander, Luigi Capello, had been informed of a probable enemy attack, but had underestimated it.


From that area the Austro-Hungarians advanced for 150 kilometers, reaching � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Udine" \o "Udine" �Udine� after only four days. The defeat of Caporetto caused the disintegration of the whole Italian front of the Isonzo. The situation was re-established by forming a stop line on the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tagliamento" \o "Tagliamento" �Tagliamento� and then on the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piave" \o "Piave" �Piave� rivers, but at the price of 700,000 dead, wounded and prisoners.








Aldo Bonello ���Luigi Piani���Bartolomeo Aymo











