Chapter Four

1. Some of the character names are nicknames, given to describe a characteristic, such as

Slim (thin) and Crooks (crooked spine). Other names, however, seem to point to deeper meanings. Why do you think Steinbeck chose the following names for his characters?

Use examples from the novel to articulate your opinion.

Curley:

Whit:

Candy:

2. Explain the implications of Steinbeck’s not giving Curley’s wife a name.

3. Often, the setting is not just “where the story happens,” but instead is a geographical, historical, social, economic, or philosophical setting. Steinbeck spends a great deal of time describing Crooks’ living quarters at the beginning of this section. What does the reader gain through this description? What do we learn about Crooks?

4. How does Crooks respond when Lennie comes to visit him? Explain the irony in the situation.

5. Contrast Crooks’ initial response to Lennie and his later response. Why does he change?

6. How is Crook’s loneliness different from the other characters on the ranch?

7. Why does Lennie become upset with Crooks? Why does Steinbeck include this interchange between Lennie and Crooks?

8. What explanation does Crooks give for upsetting Lennie?

9. Compare the way Candy responds to George and Lennie’s dream, and the way Crooks responds to the dream.

10. When Curley’s wife comes to Crooks’ door, how is her initial response to the men parallel to the way in which Crooks initially responds to Lennie?

11. Who comes to visit Lennie, Candy, and Crooks? What is the real reason behind the visit?

12. When Curley’s wife sees Lennie, Candy, and Crooks talking together, how does she characterize them?

13. Characterize Curley’s wife as she is presented in the novel. How is the reader supposed to feel about her?

14. How is the theme of power and powerlessness developed at the beginning and in the final section of this chapter?

15. Why does Steinbeck diverge from his narration to focus a chapter on two different characters in the novel, Crooks and Curley’s wife?

16. When Curley’s wife is asked to leave Crooks’ room, she begins to threaten Crooks. Cite examples from the imagery that indicate Crooks feels defeated.

17. Explain the circular nature of the chapter and what it implies about Crooks.
