
Warm Up 
 

Predict: Why do you think 
Napoleon’s rule and empire 
eventually failed? What might 
have caused his downfall? 



Napoleon’s Empire Collapses 
FLT: I will be able to analyze the fall of the 
Napoleonic empire and summarize the outcome of 
Europe (Congress of Vienna & Concert of Europe). 



Napoleonic Code 

 Eliminated many injustices but also 
limited liberty and individual rights 

 Took away some rights that women 
had won during the Revolution 

 Freedom of speech and press were 
restricted. 

 Slavery was restored in French colonies 



Napoleon’s Three Costly Mistakes"
  Continental System  

"- ordered a blockade (a forcible closing of  
"ports) against Britain but it weakened 
"Franceʼs economy much more (economic distress)"

  The Peninsula War  
"- Spain attacks France after Napoleon got rid of 
"their king (nationalism). Spain was also strongly 
"Catholic while the Revolution weakened the 
"Catholic Church in France (religious intolerance)"

  The Invasion of Russia  
"- Napoleonʼs army invaded Russia. Russia 
"practiced a scorched-earth policy (burning food and 
"all resources). Freezing Russian weather and no 
"food made Napoleonʼs army weak. Russia attacked"



Napoleon’s Downfall"

  Napoleon made too many 
enemies"

  French army became 
weak, all enemies attacked"

  Napoleon was defeated by 
British and Prussian forces 
at Waterloo, Belgium."

  Napoleon exiled to island 
St. Helena where he died."

Power corrupts… 



Congress 
of Vienna 

 European 
nations come 
together to 
bring peace 
& stability to 
Europe. 

•   Balance of Power:  No European country could be 
       a threat to another. 

•   Legitimacy:  All former powers before Napoleon 
     would be  put back on the throne. 

 = 40 years of European peace. 



Concert of Europe 

 Many European countries came together to 
form an alliance.  

 - If any more revolutions took place in any 
 of the countries, the other countries would 
 send help. 

 But the idea of revolution was out there  
 - Haiti, Mexico, Venezuela and several 
 other Latin American countries. 



Journal Entry 

 Remember which character you got at the beginning 
of the French Revolution unit. (If you don’t remember, 
write as a member of the Third Estate.) 

 Write a journal entry from the perspective of that 
character throughout the entire French Revolution. 
Include: 
- The Estates General   - March On Versailles  
- National Assembly   - Trial of the King 
- Tennis Court Oath   - Reign of Terror 
- Storming of the Bastille  - Napoleon’s Empire 



Journal Entry 

 - The Estates General   (May 5, 1789) 
- National Assembly   (June 17, 1789 
- Tennis Court Oath   (June 20, 1789) 
- Storming of the Bastille  (July 14, 1789) 
- March On Versailles   (October 5, 1789)   
- Trial of the King   (January 21, 1793) 
- Reign of Terror    (July, 1793 – July, 1794) 
- Napoleon’s Empire   (1800 – 1821) 
 


