Descriptive Writing: My Most Beautiful Natural Place

Assignment: Building and expanding on the journal entry you already wrote, describe the most beautiful natural place you have experienced and the effect it has had on you. Try to adopt the persona of a Romantic poet in your celebration of this place in words. While you are writing a descriptive, autobiographical essay—not a poem—you do want to make your writing lyrical and poetic. 

You will want to do the following:

(1) Establish the setting of your first visit or repeated visits—year, time of day, weather, geographical location, your own age, etc. 
(2) Use lots of imagery and sensory details. 
(3) Use figurative language.
(4) Be lyrical—make the sounds of the language pleasing. 

(4) Discuss your sensations and your feelings. Use your IMAGINATION and express your INDIVIDUALISM as a writer! 
(5) Structure your essay in a logical fashion. You may want to order it chronologically—the first time you visited this place versus returning to it later; you may want to describe the place with sensory details first and then your emotional response. You’re free to choose, but evidence of internal organization should be apparent.
You will be graded as follows:
· Descriptive detail – 20 points

The writer successfully paints a vivid picture of the setting by incorporating sensory details and lush description; the writer uses figurative language and lyricism; the writer describes his/her emotional response.
· Organization—20 points

The writer demonstrates evidence of structure and organization; paragraphs are organized around a central idea; there is a logical flow to the paragraphs.
· Mechanics, Spelling, Punctuation, Grammar, MLA—10 points

The writer has fewer than 5 errors in all of the above.
Length: 5 paragraphs minimum

Total: ______ /50 points 
This essay will be written in class on Tuesday, April19th.
