Name: ___________________________________ Per: ________

MLA Essay Writing Notes
MLA Format

· ____________________________________________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________________
MLA Format – First Page

Do: 

· _______________________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________________
Don’t: ________________________________________________________________________________

Works Cited Page
Helpful Websites: ______________________________________________________________________

Outline – Why? 

· ____________________________________________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________________
Outline – First Steps

· _______________________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________________
Outline – Final Steps

· _______________________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________________
Outline Formatting – Format in this order!
· _______________________________________
· _______________________________________
· _______________________________________
· _______________________________________
Essay Structure

· _______________________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________________
Introduction
· _______________________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________________
Take Notes on the following sample introductions. 
Example #1: 

On September 16, 1990 I experienced the worst feeling of my life the feeling of incompetence. It was a feeling of indescribable disbelief. My mother, my only parent, fell down the stairs of our home. It was then that I knew that I had to become a doctor to help people who were suffering like my mother. By attending your college, I will be able to fulfill my dream and to give back to my community through medicine. 

Notes: _________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Example #2: 


My father divorced us when I was in seventh grade. At that time, I was going through what my mother called my "difficult stage" because my world revolved around school, friends and boys, and "family" was often put on the back burner. I was unprepared for the resulting family crisis; my father, the man who nurtured my passion for art, literature and my love of languages, would no longer be a part of my life. At the time, I thought that I could not go on. Now I realize that my father's rejection, while extremely painful, gave me a resiliency and strength of character that I did not previously know I possessed. 

Notes: _________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Example #3: 


It was once said that "We have nothing to fear but fear itself," and that is a motto that I have lived by for all of my seventeen years on this earth. It is a motto that I have based all of my academic endeavors on. It literally came into effect one Wednesday morning earlier this year. I got called into the House One Principal's office at our school. I walked towards the office a little pondered. I had never been called into that office before, because that principal only handled the math and science departments of the entire school. I doubted that the principal even knew me. When I entered the office I was greeted by a group of familiar faces that I knew from my physics class. Our principal told us to have a seat and relax. The reason that we were called in was that there was going to be a Science Competition happening that Saturday and the school really wanted us to enter into it. The principal said that she knew it was short notice, but based on our performances in all our science classes she knew that we could pull it off. She stated that we were some of the only high school juniors and seniors who had completed and gone beyond the required science courses. (I personally had already taken a semester of both Physics and Physiology that year, and two of the other girls that were in there with me had already completed AP Biology.) 
Notes: _________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Body Paragraphs

· _______________________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________________
Each Paragraph will contain....
· ____________________________________________________________
· ____________________________________________________________
· ____________________________________________________________
Body Paragraph Organization

· _______________________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________________
Body Paragraph Transitions

· _______________________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________________
Conclusion

· _______________________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________________
· _______________________________________________________________
Example #1

I hope that this has helped you see me more as an individual. Whatever challenge is handed to me I give it my best effort. If my goals are a little far from my reach, I push harder. I know that if I don't reach my destination, I will understand. I will never quite and never think negatively. My hopes and dreams may be similar to others, but how I go about reaching my goals are different. This difference between us all is what determines our individuality.

Notes: _________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Example #2

With this compassion and experience comes an even greater responsibility. Luke 12:48 tell us "To whom much is given, of him will much be required." As I move forward in my life, it is my hope that I can begin to see other people from two vantage points: theirs and mine. By doing this, I will begin to understand that with my every position or emotion there may be someone else standing at an equally valid, yet possibly opposite point. And that life, for them, has a different hue.
Notes: _________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

