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Native American Myths

Group Oral Interpretation Questions

“The Origin of Death”

1. Old Man and Old Woman “decide how things will be.” What order do they decide in?

2. What is one of the reasons Old Woman believes there should be death?

3. What happened to make Old Woman change her mind about death?

“Spring Defeats Winter”

4. Who is the old man with “long, white hair” and whose footsteps made “the ground [grow] hard as stone”?

5. Who is the old man's only friend?

6. Who is the young man who breaks the old man's lodge door down?

“Awi Usdi, the Little Deer”

7. What was unusual about animals and man “when the world was young”?

8. What does man discover that changes the relationship between man and animal?

9. Who is the first group of animals to meet and discuss man's actions?

10. What does Awi Usdi tell the hunters?

“Loo-Wit, the Fire-Keeper”

11. How did the Creator tell each brother to choose a land?

12. What was the promise the Creator made for the bridge to continue standing?

13. When the people became greedy, what did me Creator take away?

14. What did Loo-Wit wish for?

15. What causes the chiefs to quarrel the 2nd time?

16. What does the Creator do to the chiefs?

17. Who was Mount St. Helen's originally?

“The Hero Twins and the Swallower of Clouds”

18. What is one of the most important things to an American Indian of the Southwest U.S.?

19. What is the “Swallower of Clouds” trick?

20. What does Grandmother Spider do to the “Swallower of Clouds”?
“Old Man Coyote and the Rock”

21. What did Old Man Coyote do to anger Grandfather Rock?

22. Why does the buffalo have bent horns and his head is pushed back into his shoulders?

23. How did Grandfather Rock and the nighthawks get even with Old Man Coyote?
“Coyote Steals the Sun and Moon”

24. With whom does Coyote decide to team?

25. Why doesn't Eagle want Coyote to carry the box?

26. Even though he promised not to, Coyote opens the box. What comes out of the box?

27. What problem does Coyote cause when he opens the box?

 “How Grandmother Spider Stole the Sun”

28. Why do foxes have black mouths?

29. What did grandmother spider use to help her steal the sun?

30. Who placed the sun in the sky?

