Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte

Notes: chapters 30-32

Moor House/Marsh End
[image: image1.emf] 

Another Love Triangle? 

Who lives at Moor House (Marsh End)?

Where is St. John’s parsonage? In what town?

Issues of Class

Who is Mr. Oliver of Vale Hall?
Who is Miss Rosamond Oliver?

What is the family history of the Olivers?
(See page 437-438; page 453.)

Significantly, what is the family history of the Rivers? (See page 437-438; page 451.)

Uncle John might have been able to secure the Rivers children economic security, but his death does not. Why?



St. John Rivers, Miss Rosamond Oliver, and Jane?
                            or 

St. John Rivers, Miss Rosamond Oliver, and Africa?

(Also, see pages 470-471, 478.)

Why does St. John refuse to court Miss Oliver despite his rather obvious attraction to her? And Miss Oliver’s rather obvious attraction to him?


Appearance? How are the two men different?


What does each want in a wife?





Their greatest aim in life is to?

Reflection: Is St. John Rivers an antidote to Edward Rochester? Is St. John meant to heal Jane and teach her how a good man acts? What a good man is?



Edward:





























St. John:
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St. John:











Edward:








St. John:








“’You are original,’ said he, ‘and not timid. There is something brave in your spirit, as well as penetrating in your eye; but allow me to assure you that you partially misinterpret my emotions. You think them more profound and potent than they are. You give me a larger allowance of sympathy than I have a just claim to. When I colour, and when I shade before Miss Oliver, I do not pity myself. I scorn the weakness. I know it is ignoble: a mere fever of the flesh: not, I declare, the convulsion of the soul. That is just as fixed as a rock, firm set in the depths of a restless sea. Know me to be what I am—a cold hard man’” (479-480).
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“His figure was enveloped in a riding cloak, fur collared and steel clasped; its details were not apparent, but I traced the general points of middle height and considerable breadth of chest. He had a dark face, with stern features and a heavy brow; his eyes and gathered eyebrows looked ireful and thwarted just now; he was past youth, but had not reached middle-age; perhaps he might be thirty-five” (142).





“I knew my traveller with his broad and jetty eyebrows; his square forehead, made squarer by the horizontal sweep of his black hair. I recognised his decisive nose, more remarkable for character than beauty; his full nostrils, denoting, I thought, choler; his grim mouth, chin, and jaw—yes, all three were very grim, and no mistake. His shape, now divested of cloak, I perceived harmonised in squareness with his physiognomy: I suppose it was a good figure in the athletic sense of the term—broad chested and thin flanked, though neither tall nor graceful” (150).





“Had he been a statue instead of a man, he could not have been easier. He was young— perhaps from twenty-eight to thirty—tall, slender; his face riveted the eye; it was like a Greek face, very pure in outline: quite a straight, classic nose; quite an Athenian mouth and chin. It is seldom, indeed, an English face comes so near the antique models as did his…His eyes were large and blue, with brown lashes; his high forehead, colourless as ivory, was partially streaked over by careless locks of fair hair” (440).











St. John Rivers and Mr. Edward Fairfax Rochester: Mirror Images?
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