IMPORTANAT DATES IN THE CHRONOLOGY OF EUROPEAN UNION

1945 End of World War II; Germany and Austria occupied by four Allied powers

1946 Churchill’s “Iron Curtain” Speech

1947 Truman Doctrine enunciated

Marshall Plan announced

1948 Representatives from parliaments of 10 countries met in Strasbourg to establish Council of Europe

Benalux created – customs unions of Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxembourg

1949 Federal Republic of Germany established; Adenauer first Chancellor; introduction of new German currency

NATO established (with France, West Germany, Britain, among the members)

1950 Jean Monnet and Robert Schuman call for steel and coal community

1952     The Six establish the Coal and Steel Community (ECSC)

1957 Treaty of Rome: formation of European Economic Community (Common Market) by the six members of the ECSC

1960 Britain helps create European Free Trade Association with Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Austria, Switzerland, and Portugal

1963 Britain applies for membership in the EEC, twice vetoed by De Gaulle

1966 De Gaulle pulls France out of NATO military command

1967 European Community formed

1968 Last internal tariff in Common Market canceled; common agricultural policies agreed upon

De Gaulle vetoes the planned advent of majority rule in the EEC; later that year leaves Presidency of France and dies the next

1973 Britain, Denmark, and Ireland join EEC, now 9 members

Britain opposes agricultural subsidies to France and Italy as consuming too much of EC budget and keeping prices high

Government leaders begin meeting on a regular basis; rotating presidency established

1979 European parliament elected by a Europe-wide electorate

1981      Greece joins EC

1986 Spain and Portugal join EC, now 12 members

1987 Single European Act, agreement of 12 members to create a single Europe with free flow of goods and people

1991 Maastricht (Treaty of European Union)

1990s     Expansion of EC to former Eastern European satellite states

2001 Euro introduced

2005      Voters in France and the Netherlands reject European constitution

