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Notes and Significant Passages Chapter Eleven
Review:

Who are the two most important people in Paul’s life?
Who is still with him at the front lines?

Questions:

1. How does Mueller die?
2. How does Bertinck die?
3. How does Leer die?

4. How does Kat die?

5. Why does a cherry tree full of blossoms make Detering desert the army?

6. Describe how Berger gets wounded. Do his actions make sense to you?

7. The boots that Muller gives to Paul Baumer before he dies were once Franz Kemmerich’s boots. What do you think they might symbolize or represent?


Significant Passages:


“As in a polar expedition, every expression of life must serve only the preservation of existence, and is absolutely focused on that” (237/273).

1. What does Paul mean?

“We are little flames poorly sheltered by the frail walls against the storm of dissolution and madness, in which we flicker and sometimes go out” (275).

dissolution: decay, disintegration, death

madness: insanity; going crazy

Can you please sketch this image?
“In one attack our Company Commander, Bertinck, falls. He was one of those superb front-line officers who are foremost on every hot place. He was with us for two years without being wounded, so that something had to happen in the end,” (245/283). 

3. Paul says, “something had to happen in the end.” What does this phrase reveal about his state of mind?

Reflection:   After Kat dies Paul says, “Then I know nothing more” (252/291). What does he mean?
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