Book #3 Assignment
Identify or articulate the theme or main argument from your text.

Then find a passage which embodies this theme/argument.

Copy out the passage; include the page number. (If the passage comes from the first fifty pages of the book, I will be very, very suspicious.)
Then write a 300-word paragraph in which you explain exactly how the language in the passage embodies or supports your theme/argument.

Here’s how you need to set up your paper.

· Title of the Book.
· Author.
· Theme/Argument.
· Passage copied out with page number, single-spaced.
· 300 word paragraph.

This work must be typed. 

This work must be turned in by Tuesday, 24 August 2010 by 2:45 p.m. Late papers will not be accepted. Late papers will result in a zero for this assignment which is worth 100 points.
A model follows.

Rachel Bronwyn

20 August 2010
English 10 honors
Beloved

Toni Morrison

Argument: The experience of slavery infects even the slave with the belief that human beings can be possessed.

“That anybody white could take your whole self for anything that came to mind. Not just work, kill or maim you, but dirty you. Dirty you so bad you couldn’t like yourself anymore. Dirty you so bad you forgot who you were and couldn’t think it up. And though she and others lived through and got over it, she could never let that happen to her own. The best thing she was, was her children. Whites might dirty her all right, but not her best thing, her beautiful, magical best thing—the part of her that was clean” (251). 


For several months Beloved has lived with Sethe. She has already driven Paul D from 124, and she has effectively isolated Sethe from the world. Sethe is desperate to somehow make Beloved understand that she had no choice but to cut her throat in the woodshed. Sethe is hungry for Beloved’s forgiveness, but even more significantly, for her acceptance of this brutal choice. In the above passage, the narrator embodies Sethe’s stream of consciousness, in order to communicate the terrifying logic that compelled Sethe to murder her “already-crawling” baby girl. Sethe kills her child, because she believes that the child is her possession. Sethe’s thoughts, as represented by the narrator, reveal that Sethe, who was once enslaved, has unconsciously internalized the beliefs of the slave owner. The narrator repeatedly uses the word “dirty” throughout the passage to describe how the experience of slavery has affected Sethe. Sethe’s impassioned language makes it clear that she rejects the cruelty of schoolmaster and the velvet bonds of Sweet Home. Morrison writes that the whites who owned a slave could, “Dirty you so bad you couldn’t like yourself anymore. Dirty you so bad you forgot who you were and couldn’t think it up” (251). The two sentences in rapid succession imply that the experience of being owned destroys the slave’s sense of self. The slave becomes so “dirtied” that he is no longer is able to like or recognize his self. The slave’s self becomes completely obliterated until it is unrecognizable and irretrievable. The word “dirty” in this passage is significant, because this word suggests that the slave has become contaminated, precisely because he is forced to participate in the experience of slavery. Slavery leaves contaminants in the selves of the slaves. The narrator demonstrates that Sethe has indeed been contaminated by explaining that Sethe believes that her children are “her best thing.” Even more pathetically, she believes that her children are “the part of her that was clean” (251). Sethe believes that her children are an extension of her own self--not individuals. To Sethe, her children are the part of her that remains untouched by slavery; the part that has not been “dirtied” by the slave owner. Her children represent the part of her self that has not been owned. The narrator even uses the word “thing” to refer to her children, seamlessly embodying the belief system of the slave owner. “Things” can be owned. If Sethe thinks of her children as her best “things,” then there is nothing to prevent her from believing that she can own them, possess them entirely, and if necessary, destroy her best “things” to prevent others from taking these “things” from her. Ultimately, Sethe’s belief that her children are her possessions is what allows her to justify killing her “already-crawling” baby girl. When Sethe kills her child, she reveals that she has internalized the belief that human beings can be owned.  (486 words)
