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The Corporation Seminar Questions (30 points)
· For the following statements decide whether you agree or disagree and explain, supporting your answers with detailed, concrete examples. 
· In addition, create and answer three questions/debatable statements of your own on the topic of “1984 and Today.” 
· Do all of the above on a separate sheet of paper, and attach this sheet to the front. 
1. While Orwell wrote about a future totalitarian government that had absolute power over the people, we today live in a world where corporations make up the new tyranny. 

2. The U.S. government has taken on Orwellian characteristics. 

3. Corporations should be entitled to the same legal rights as individuals.

4. Everything in the world should be privatized because private ownership is generally more efficient and accountable. 

5. There is a fundamental disconnect or conflict between capitalism and democracy.
6. The corporate model does more efficiently what other institutional models have always done, which is to take power and influence away from the populace and give it to the institution’s leaders. 
7. We can never truly be free in a world in which the government/corporations have such pervasive control over our lives. The individual is powerless.

8. Corporations cannot be held accountable for their actions; even though many individuals (employees, directors, shareholders) make up a corporation, it is ludicrous that any one individual bear responsibility for a whole company’s actions.
9. Advertising in public spaces should not be limited, as limiting corporations’ right to promote their products is limiting free speech. 
10. Likewise, there should be no limit to the amount of money that corporations can donate to campaigns or give to members of congress. 
11. The idea that you can effect change by boycotting a certain company’s product is naïve. Corporations need to be legally obligated to bear social responsibility.
12. The film’s diagnosis of the corporation as a psychopath is ludicrous. You can’t compare a company’s personality and behavior to an individual’s.

13. The growing agricultural biotech industry needs to be regulated. All products that contain chemicals and all genetically modified foods in stores should be labeled.
14.  Create your own, and respond.

15. Create your own, and respond.
