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Alternate Assignment for Vietnam Film Clips
Search and Destroy refers to a military strategy that became a large component of the Vietnam War. The idea was to insert ground forces into hostile territory, search out the enemy, destroy them, and withdraw immediately afterward. By rooting out the Vietcong from the villages the US belived it would win the “hearts & minds” of the villagers.  The strategy was the result of a new technology, the helicopter, which was thought to be ideally suited to counter-guerrilla jungle warfare. The conventional strategy, which entailed attacking and conquering an enemy position, could not be used in this war and by eliminating the enemy by the use of "searching" for them, then "destroying" them, would inflict a high "body count" and therefore demoralize the enemy. 

Search and destroy became an offensive tool, crucial to General William Westmoreland during the Vietnam War. In his three phase strategy, the first consisted of slowing down the Viet Cong Forces; the second was to find and destroy the enemy; the third was to restore the area under South Vietnamese government control.

The missions failed to destroy the Vietcong’s headquarters nor capture any high-ranking officer, therefore having little effect toward North Vietnam’s plan. As the war grew more aggressive, so did the missions, to the point where there was lack of distinction between Search and Destroy, and other operations. Search and destroy missions had many flaws. First, there was lack of distinction between “clearing” and search and destroy missions. Thus many villages were destroyed, which led to resentment of US troops by many villagers.  Secondly, the use of Napalm and Agent Orange release chemicals onto Vietnamese people and even US troops.  Overall, the US failed to win the hearts & minds of the villagers.

Part One Questions

1. What is the idea behind Search & Destroy missions?
2. What effect was it supposed to have on the villagers?
3. What was Westmoreland’s three phase strategy?
4. What impact did the mission have on the Vietcong?
5. Why did Search & Destory fail?

Part Two Questions
Watch the following video on-line and answer the questions below:

http://www.history.com/videos/history-rocks-vietnam-soldier#tet-offensive-surprises-americans 

6. What is the average age and tour of duty for a soldier in Vietnam?

7. What were ways for troops to boot their morale?

8. What was the reality of the war for most US troops?

