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Macbeth Theme
God's Natural Order

In Macbeth by William Shakespeare, Shakespeare illustrates that when the natural order God created has been violated, chaos ensues. 


In Scotland, King Duncan is murdered by his supposedly loyal Thane, Macbeth. After the murder, Ross reports many unnatural occurrences such as an earthquake, an owl killing a hawk, and horses eating each other. The overreaching ambition of Macbeth violates the natural order and unleashes widespread pandemonium in the natural world. It is not intended for Macbeth to become king or for him to give up his honor,. Therefore, this disruption of the natural royal order wreaks havoc upon the environment. 


When Macbeth sits on the seat that belongs to Duncan at the banquet, order is present for a short time. However, the order quickly turns to chaos and Lady Macbeth rushes everyone out the hall. Since Macbeth is not supposed to have this kingship, his unnatural claim to the throne disrupts the peace and harmon that should be present at such a banquet. The unstable mental state of Macbeth spreads and disorder pervades from the conscience of Macbeth through the feast. 


Only after Macduff kills Macbeth is when peace and order is restored. Malcolm becomes king as he is rightfully appointed, rather than taken through treason, malice, and selfish ambition. When the one who belongs in a position of power reigns supreme is how the evil and perverse nature of the environment is restored to its peaceful, calm, and righteous state. 

