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Writing Practice: “Ducking”
Paul is often an unreliable narrator. As readers, we cannot always trust the veracity of his utterances (the truth of what he says). As Paul explains, “terror can be endured so long as a man simply ducks;—but it kills, if a man thinks about it” (138). Paul often “ducks” in this text to avoid confronting emotions or facts that are too terrible for him to think about. 

Writing Task: Please write a finely crafted paragraph in which you address the fact that Paul is an unreliable narrator. Make sure that you begin your paragraph with a claim; make sure that you support this claim with two pieces of carefully chosen evidence. Make sure that you provide rich analysis for each piece of evidence.

	An “A” Response
	
The writer makes a reasonable claim.

The writer provides context for the passages.

The writer restates the most important parts of the passage that he uses as direct textual evidence.

The writer focuses in on a key word and discusses how that word creates meaning.

The writer has carefully edited the piece: there are no spelling mistakes; the writer has not used “you,” the writer’s sentences make sense.


	An “C” Response
	The writer offers a broad generalization that is somewhat connected to the content 
of the passages. 
The writer provides little or no context for the passages.

The writer restates some parts of the passage.

The writer does not focus on any of the specific language which Remarque uses.

The writer did not edit carefully.


	An “F” Response
	The writer is not able to make any credible or coherent assertion about the passages.

The writer provides no context for the passages.

The writer does not understand the content of the passage.

The writer does not focus on any of the specific language.

The writer does not understand what it means to edit a piece.
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