Lord of the Flies by William Golding

Chapter Five: “Beast from Water”


Ralph is furious that the hunters let the fire go out. Because he is the elected chief, Ralph calls an assembly and makes a speech about “things” that the other boys are doing wrong. List at least four “things’ which Ralph tells the others that they should not do.

To a certain extent, this chapter is about fear. If a person reads carefully, he or she can tell of what each character is most afraid.

Piggy: Piggy is most afraid of….

What evidence reveals this idea to the reader?

Hint: see pages 84 &  93
Ralph: Ralph is most afraid of…

What evidence reveals this idea to the reader?

Hint: see page 92
Phil: Phil, a littlun, is most afraid of….

What evidence reveals this idea to the reader?

Hint: see pages 85
Jack: What do you think Jack is  afraid of?
Significant Passages:

1. “’Bollocks to the rules! We’re strong—we hunt! If there’s a beast, we’ll hunt it down! We’ll close in and beat and beat and beat—!’” (91).

Who is speaking? What do these words reveal about this character? (Hint: What does boy reject and what does he embrace?)

Hint: “Bollocks to the rules” means “to hell with the rules.” “Bollocks” is a naughty word for testicles. The fact that Jack is using bad language is significant.
2.
“’I know about people. I know about me. And him. He can’t hurt you: but if you stand out the way he’d hurt the next thing. And that’s me’” (93).

About whom is Piggy speaking? What is Piggy trying to explain to Ralph? 

Reflection: Simon says something very, very strange. When the boys are discussing the beastie at the assembly, Simon holds the conch and says, “’Maybe, maybe there is a beast….What I mean is...maybe it’s only us’” (89). What does Simon realize?

1. Ralph says that the little’uns should not go to the bathroom near the fruit (80).


2. Ralph says that they need to keep water in the coconut shells (79).


3. Ralph says that they need to keep the fire going at the top of the mountain, so that they can be rescued. Ralph even says that the only place that they should have fires is at the top of the mountain.





4. Finally Ralph says that they need “to decide about fear” (82).
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