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Summer Reading Essay Rewrite Feedback—Finally! 
Editing marks….
√ = something good (good topic sentence, point of analysis, evidence)
T.S. = topic sentence

CD = character development

CU = close up

HQ = hanging quote

Some comments about writing essays in general ….

· Be clear about what is argument and what is evidence—don’t put the cart before the horse—make sure to always start with a claim

· Be explicit, specific, detailed
· Clarity, clarity, clarity; look for “le mot juste”
· Make sure topic sentence truly reflects the controlling idea and focus for the whole paragraph
Some comments specific to the character-development/connect-to-theme prompt….

· All people get older—this doesn’t tell your reader much about character development
· Similarly, changes in circumstances and even feelings do not make the strongest arguments about character change; they may be part of a claim or used as evidence

· Be sure to have strong descriptors of characters, not just “facts”
· General structure:

a. 1st body paragraph: character description before crisis, before change

b. 2nd body paragraph: during conflict or crisis; why is the character conflicted? What is going on with the character that will compel him/her to change?

c. 3rd body paragraph: how is the crisis, conflict resolved? How does the character develop, grow, become a better person (if it is a positive change)?

Some reminders about conventions….
· Use the present tense when writing about events that take place within a work of literature

· Use the pronoun “we” as in “we” the reader, rather than “I” or “you” or “one” (the last one is ok, but is very awkward if used a lot)

· The only pronoun that agrees with “one” is “one”

· Citations for every quote and paraphrase

