Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte

Notes: chapters 12,13 and 14
Jane Eyre and Edward Rochester
From the time she was ten years old,
 Jane Eyre lived at Lowood.
What kinds of experiences has she had with men?

Jane arrives at Thornfield in late September. She does not meet Edward Rochester until January.
What is their first meeting like?

How do they meet?

Jane is restless.

“ Women are supposed to be very calm generally: but women feel just as men feel; they need exercise for their faculties, and a field for their efforts, as much as their brothers do; they suffer from too rigid a restraint, too absolute a stagnation, precisely as men would suffer” (137).
“I did not like re-entering Thornfield. To pass its threshold was to return to stagnation; to cross the silent hall, to ascend the darksome staircase, to seek my own lonely little room, and then to meet tranquil Mrs. Fairfax, and spend the long winter evening with her, and her only, was to quell wholly the faint excitement wakened by my walk…” (145).
“’…but, in time, I think you will learn to be natural with me, as I find it impossible to be conventional with you; and then your looks and movements will have more vivacity and variety than they dare offer now. I see at intervals the glance of a curious sort of bird through the close- set bars of a cage: a vivid, restless, resolute captive is there; were it but free, it would soar cloud-high’” (174).

How many years separate Miss Eyre and Mr. Rochester?

What does Rochester argue about Jane’s appearance when he says, “’ It is a point difficult to fix where the features and countenance are so much at variance’” (155).
Jane and Rochester are very frank with each other when they converse.

Foreshadowing and Clues:
What can a thoughtful reader puzzle out about Mr. Rochester’s past?



“’Excuse me,’ he continued: ‘necessity compels me to make you useful.’ He laid a heavy hand on my shoulder, and leaning on me with some stress, limped to his horse. Having once caught the bridle, he mastered it directly and sprang to his saddle; grimacing grimly as he made the effort, for it wrenched his sprain” (144).








What is Jane arguing?




















What is Jane trying to explain?























�����What does Rochester somehow know?
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“’What age were you when you went to Lowood?’�‘About ten.’�‘And you stayed there eight years: you are now, then, eighteen?’�I assented.�‘Arithmetic, you see, is useful; without its aid, I should hardly have been able to guess your age. It is a point difficult to fix where the features and countenance are so much at variance as in your case.’” (155).


“’I claim only such superiority as must result from twenty years’ difference in age and a century’s advance in experience’” (167).








 “’You examine me, Miss Eyre,” said he: “do you think me handsome?’�I should, if I had deliberated, have replied to this question by something conventionally vague and polite; but the answer somehow slipped from my tongue before I was aware—‘No, sir’” (164).





“’You looked very much puzzled, Miss Eyre; and though you are not pretty any more than I am handsome, yet a puzzled air becomes you; besides, it is convenient, for it keeps those searching eyes of yours away from my physiognomy…’” (166).





What do these exchanges reveal?








“’Mr. Rowland Rochester was not quite just to Mr. Edward; and perhaps he prejudiced his father against him. The old gentleman was fond of money, and anxious to keep the family estate together. He did not like to diminish the property by division, and yet he was anxious that Mr. Edward should have wealth, too, to keep up the consequence of the name; and, soon after he was of age, some steps were taken that were not quite fair, and made a great deal of mischief. Old Mr. Rochester and Mr. Rowland combined to bring Mr. Edward into what he considered a painful position, for the sake of making his fortune: what the precise nature of that position was I never clearly knew, but his spirit could not brook what he had to suffer in it’” (160).





























“’When I was as old as you, I was a feeling fellow enough, partial to the unfledged, unfostered, and unlucky; but Fortune has knocked me about since: she has even kneaded me with her knuckles, and now I flatter myself I am hard and tough as an India-rubber ball; pervious, though, through a chink or two still, and with one sentient point in the middle of the lump. Yes: does that leave hope for me?’” (165).
































“’…[I] was thrust on to a wrong tack at the age of one- and- twenty, and have never recovered the right course since: but I might have been very different; I might have been as good as you— wiser—almost as stainless. I envy you your peace of mind, your clean conscience, your unpolluted memory. Little girl, a memory without blot or contamination must be an exquisite treasure—an inexhaustible source of pure refreshment: is it not?’” (169).





























“’Reformation may be its cure; and I could reform—I have strength yet for that—if—but where is the use of thinking of it, hampered, burdened, cursed as I am? Besides, since happiness is irrevocably denied me, I have a right to get pleasure out of life: and I will get it, cost what it may’” (171).
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