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Helen Keller had numerous obstacles in her life.  For example, she had “a serious illness, which was diagnosed as brain fever, (which) destroyed her sight and hearing before she was two years old” (Barnett 210).  As a parent, that would be earth-shattering news.  Poor Helen constantly had to work for others to understand her requests (Smith 7).  Therefore, it is easy to see why she often times could have felt intense frustration.  Due to her early illness, young Helen’s sight was also compromised.  Without sight, “she was cut off from the outside world” (Barnett 209).  Without those two senses, hearing and seeing, Helen had a difficult journey ahead.  This shows how easy it would have been to just abandon all hope.  As a result, Helen had plenty of struggles ahead of her.   
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