Letter From Birmingham Jail Critical Thinking Questions
Directions: Martin Luther King’s Letter from Birmingham Jail is the document in which he most clearly articulates his nonviolent direct action strategy.  

 Note- for many of these questions, answers that receive full credit will be those that contain multiple sentences.  These are not questions that should be answered with quick and dirty responses. 

1. King faced criticism for being in Birmingham as an outsider.  Explain this criticism, and his response to it (his rationale for being there).
2. Explain King’s belief about the interconnectedness of communities all across the United States? What does it mean to be interconnected?  Do you agree with this concept?

3. Describe the four basic steps for a nonviolent campaign, as outlined by King.
4. Describe the circumstances that lead up to King’s nonviolent direct action approach in Birmingham.

5. According to Dr. King, does direct action hinder negotiation?
6. Explain, in detail, King’s reaction to the advice “wait” and “give us time to act”.  
7. Dr. King describes what a just laws look like.  Additionally, he explains at length some ways in which laws can be unjust. Using King’s description of just vs. unjust law, create a “just law rubric” or “just law checklist”.  ( Be sure to examine what it means for a law to be just “on it’s face but not in application”)

8.  King refers to the holocaust to explain that people are morally obligated to act against unjust laws.  Why does he use the holocaust as an example? What connections does he make?  Consider the social/political context in the U.S at the time the letter is written.

9.  King is more disappointed with the white moderate than with the KKK… please explain this phenomenon.  How could King be more upset with moderate whites than violent extremists like clansmen?
10. How is King viewed by fellow clergymen (church leaders)?  How does he feel about being viewed this way?
11. Why is King disappointed with the church leaders upon his arrival to Birmingham?
Extension: Explain King’s question “Is organized religion too inextricably bound to the status quo to save our nation and world?” Though he poses this as a question, he is making a statement.  What is he claiming about organized religion?  In what way is this criticism still relevant today?

