“The Gettysburg Address” Text Passage

Directions: Consider the following: 

· In “Notes,” write down the main idea of a paragraph.

· Circle or highlight words in the text you are not sure you know. In the “Notes” column, write what you think these words mean. Later you can verify the meaning with others.

· Circle or highlight examples of parallel structure. In “Notes,” write about what effect this has on the reader.
· Circle words or phrases that indicate tone. In “Notes,” write what tone is conveyed. 

· In “Notes,” rewrite the paragraph in your own words.
	Text
	Notes

	
Fourscore and seven years ago, our fathers brought forth upon this continent a new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.
	

	
Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battlefield of that war. We are met to dedicate a portion of it as the final resting-place of those who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.
	

	
But in a large sense we cannot dedicate,—we cannot consecrate,—we cannot hallow this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it far above our power to add or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember, what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us, the living, rather to be dedicated here to the unfinished work that they have thus far so nobly carried on. It is, rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us, that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they here gave the last full measure of devotion; that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain; that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom, and that Government of the people, by the people and for the people, shall not perish from the earth.
	


Lincoln, Abraham. “Gettysburg Address” (1863)
“Gettysburg Address” Graphic Organizer

Directions: After rereading the text, answer each question below in the “My Response” section. Support each response in the “Evidence from the Text” section. After you are given time to talk to a classmate and share ideas, complete the “My Thoughts Now” section based on your conversation.

	1.  Identify in the text at least two of Lincoln’s purposes in the address. Cite specific textual evidence to support each purpose.

	My Response
	Evidence From the Text

	
	

	My Thoughts Now

	


	2.  Identify the tone(s) of the text; make sure to include in your evidence the words and/or phrases from the address to support your findings.

	My Response
	Evidence From the Text

	
	

	My Thoughts Now

	


	3.  Identify examples of parallel structure in the text. Briefly explain the impact this structure has in the text.

	My Response
	Evidence From the Text

	
	

	My Thoughts Now

	


“Gettysburg Address”

Text-Dependent Questions

Directions:  Answer the questions below on a separate sheet of lined paper. You may refer to the reading passage with your annotations and your graphic organizer to help you answer these questions. Later you may use these resources when you respond to a writing prompt your teacher will give you.

A.
Word Meanings:


1.
In the first paragraph, Lincoln uses the term “Four score and seven years ago.” This is a reference to what point in American history? How does this term establish the tone for the rest of the address?


2.
Explain the term “proposition” as it is used in this address.


3.
What is it to “die in vain,” and whom does this refer to? 


4.
What does the phrase “the last full measure of devotion” refer to, and how does this phrase shape the tone? 


5.
Look at the first sentence of the third paragraph. Define the term “hallow” and explain why Lincoln cannot “hallow the ground.”

B.
Key Details:


1.
How does the first sentence in the second paragraph connect to the first sentence in the first paragraph?


2.
What is the purpose of the parallel structure in paragraph two? In paragraph three?

C.
Central Ideas:


1.
How does the purpose of the speech shift from paragraph two to paragraph three?


2.
To what do the phrases “unfinished work” and “great task remaining before us” refer?

D.
Reasoning/Evaluation:


1.
Explain how the absence of figurative language affects the emotional tone of the address.


2.
How does the parallel structure shape the tone and purpose of the address?

“Gettysburg Address”
Writing Task

Directions:  Please respond to the prompt below in writing. You may use your notes and graphic organizer with responses to the text-dependent questions to inform your writing.  

Writing Prompt 

After reading the “Gettysburg Address,” determine one purpose of the address and analyze how the tone and parallel structure of the text support that purpose.  
Remember To:

Determine one purpose of the “Gettysburg Address.”

Identify the various tone(s) in the text, citing the diction (word choice) Lincoln used to establish the tone(s).
Identify the parallel structure, citing the syntax (sentence structure) and diction Lincoln used in the structure.
Synthesize your analysis to show how tone and parallel structure support the purpose you identified in the text.

Cite evidence from the text to support your analysis.
Be Sure To:

Introduce your topic clearly and include a coherent thesis statement.

Include relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotes, or other information so your writing is thoroughly developed.
Use appropriate transitions.
Use precise language and vocabulary in your analysis.
Establish and maintain a formal style.
Provide a concluding section that follows from and supports your explanation.
Use proper grammar and conventions of writing.
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