Assignment Guide Unit 7
The Cold War Ends
Readings:

Griffith, Robert and Baker, Paula.  Major Problems in American History.  3rd edition.  Houghton Mifflin Company:  Boston, 2007.  Chapters 8,10.

Hobsbawm, Eric.  The Age of Extemes:  A History of the World, 1914-1991.  Pantheon:  New York, 1994.  Chapter 16.

LaFeber, Walter.  America, Russia, and the Cold War 1945-2002.  10th edition.  McGraw-Hill:  New York, 2008.  Chapters 11-13.

Thursday, 3/15  Fallout
Monday,  3/19  DQs for LaFeber, ch. 11
1. Evaluate the basic purposes of détente from the perspective of US policy at a time when it was escalating the Vietnam War.

2. Identify the major events in US domestic affairs in 1968.

3. Examine the consequences of the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 for Soviet policy.

4. Identify the social groups in the US most firmly opposed to the war in Vietnam.

5. Examine the major foreign policy concerns of the Nixon-Kissinger regime.

6. Discuss the policy proposals that grew from US concern of increased Soviet global and military power.

7. Account for Nixon’s ability to sustain a foreign policy outside of public or Congressional scrutiny.

8. Examine the component elements of the “Nixon Doctrine.”

9. Assess the consequences of the Nixon doctrine.

10. Evaluate the success of the Vietnamization program.

11. Analyse Nixon’s motives for engaging the Chinese in 1969.

Tuesday, 3/20  DQs for LaFeber, ch. 11 (cont’d)
12. Examine the consequences of the Sino-American friendship treaty of 1972.

13. Discuss the terms of Brezhnev’s 1971 agreement with West Germany.

14. Explain the problems in the Soviet economy that had emerged by the time of Nixon’s visit in 1972.

15. Identify the terms of the SALT I treaty.

16. To what extent does the map on page 184 justify Soviet fears of encirclement?

17. To what extent are the US-assisted overthrow of 9/1973 Allende’s regime in Chile and the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia parallel events?

18. Evaluate the terms of the War Powers Act of 1973.

19. Identify the Three Pillars of US Middle Eastern policy that emerged after the 1967 Six Day War.

20. Discuss the circumstances that led to the collapse of the Theiu regime in Vietnam in April 1975.

21. Evaluate the terms of the Helsinki agreements signed in 1975.

22. Summarize the great transformation that the 1966-1976 decade represented in US foreign policy.

Wednesday, 3/21  DQs for Griffith, ch. 8
23. Analyze the underlying social changes that contributed to the emergence of modern feminism.
24. Examine the changes that had occurred among women in the workforce by the late 1950s.

25. Discuss the specific programs that the National Organization for Women (NOW) advocated in order to allow women to pursue professional careers and enhance their political power.

26. Compare and contrast the attitudes represented in the Redstockings Manifesto (1970) with those in the NOW “Statement of Purpose.”

27. Discuss the major themes that emerge in the critique of the welfare system presented in “Welfare is a Women’s Issue.”

28. Consider the motives that underlay the women’s consciousness groups advocated in the Redbook article from 1973.

29. Discuss the legal precedents for abortion restrictions that existed in American law prior to the late 19th century, presented in Justice Blackmun’s majority opinion.

30. Analyze the concessions to state interest that the Roe decision allows.

31. Discuss the criticisms that Phyllis Schlafly asserted against the women’s liberation movement in 1977.

Thursday, 3/22  DQs for Griffith, ch. 8 (cont’d)

32. Analyze the transformation in women’s rights that occurred in the 1970s.

33. Examine the concerns that some women had over passage of the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA).

34. Assess the role of advertising in contemporary female identity.

35. To what extent did the program of the Women’s Liberation movement coincide with the New Left, according to Alice Echols?

36. Why, according to Echols, did many women enter the workforce during the 1950s and 1960s?

37. Compare and contrast the goals of NOW’s liberal feminism and the women’s liberation movement.

38. Identify the component groups that emerged in the “identity politics” of the late 1960s.

39. Discuss the problems created by identity politics.

Friday, 3/23  People Power

Monday, 3/26  DQs for LaFeber, chapter 12

40. Outline the features of the new Cold War that emerged in the late 1970s.

41. Compare and contrast the policy positions of Zbigniew Brzezinski and Cyrus Vance.

42. Assess the role of human rights policy in the Carter administration.

43. Examine the domestic problems faced by Carter.

44. Discuss the arenas of foreign policy success engaged by the Carter administration.

45. Analyze Brzezinski’s opening of formal diplomatic relations with China in 1979.

46. Explain the weaknesses in the Soviet economy that had emerged by the late 1970s.

47. In what ways did the fall of the Shah pose problems for the Soviet Union?

48. Outline the policy problems faced by Carter in the wake of the hostage crisis in Iran.

49. Why did the USSR become militarily involved in Afghanistan?

Tuesday, 3/27  DQs for LaFeber, ch. 12 (cont’d.)

50. To what extent was PD 59 intended to address domestic rather than real foreign policy concerns?

51. Outline the varieties of high tech weaponry that the U.S. had developed in the 1970s.

52. Discuss the program outlined by Team B analysis of the Soviet threat.

53. Assess the feasibility of the Strategic Defense Initiative.

54. Evaluate the validity of Jeane Kirkpatrick’s distinction between authoritarian and totalitarian regimes.

55. Outline the conditions required under Caspar Weinberger’s guidelines for the application of US military force.

56. Explain Reagan’s failure in Lebanon.

57. On what authority does LaFeber base his claim that Reagan invaded Grenada to divert attention from the Beirut disaster?

58. Evaluate the policy that derived from National Security Decision Directive 17 (1981).

59. Examine the context in which Reagan’s “arms for hostages” negotiations occurred.

60. Discuss the economic problems that arose in Reagan’s second term.

61. To what extent did Gorbachev represent the perspectives of an emerging post-Stalinist generation?

62. Analyze the programs of perestroika  and glasnost implemented after Gorbachev assumed power in 1985.

63. Describe the achievements of the meetings between Reagan and Gorbachev from November, 1985 to December, 1988.

Wednesday, 3/28  DQs for LaFeber, chapter 13

64. Discuss the global fragmentation that appears to have emerged at the end of the Cold War.
65. How did Secretary of State James Baker successfully resolve the situation in Nicaragua?

66. Why did the US grant “most favored nation” trading status to China and not to the USSR, despite the fact that a good case could be made that the Soviets had achieved far greater degrees of political openness than the Chinese?

67. Examine the conditions under which President Gorbachev was willing to allow the reunification of Germany.
68. Account for Saddam Hussein’s decision to invade Kuwait on 8/2/1990.

69. Outline US relations with Saddam Hussein in the years prior to the invasion of Kuwait on 8/2/1990.

70. Discuss US motives for intervention in the conflict between Kuwait and Iraq.

71. Analyse the effects of the first Iraq war on the USSR.

72. Explain the significance of the 1968 Non-Proliferation Treaty and the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty.

Thursday, 3/29  In class practice exam for Paper 1

Friday, 3/30  Review of Paper 1 practice exam

Monday, 4/2  DQs for Griffith ch. 10.

73. Evaluate the economic program of President Reagan.

74. Outline the components of the crisis of confidence asserted by President Carter.

75. Explain the three grave threats that President Reagan identifies.

76. Examine the “single-issues” that Richard Viguerie claims define the conservative movement’s success.

77. Identify the groups of the conservative coalition that represent an array of conservative causes.

78. Assess Viguerie’s claim that liberals dominate mass media.

79. Analyze the policy concerns that Ronald Reagan links to the spiritual reawakening of America.

80. Explain the Boland Amendment to the 1985 congressional budget appropriations bill.

81. Examine the legality of missile sales to Iran.

82. Evaluate the legacy of the Reagan administration on environmental policy.

Tuesday, 4/3  DQs for Griffith (cont’d)

83. Assess the legacy of the Reagan administration in relation to the AIDS pandemic.

84. Examine Ginsberg and Shefter’s thesis.

85. Assess the Reagan legacy with regard to fiscal conservatism.

86. Evaluate the consequences of deregulation undertaken during the 1980s.

87. Examine the effects of Reagan policies on labor unions.

88. Discuss the relationship between the Democratic Party and business in the second half of the Twentieth Century.

89. Examine the policy division between traditional conservative economists and supply-siders within the Republican party.

90. Explain the voting pattern of college graduates in the 1984 elections.

91. Explain the effect of Reagan-era monetary policy on trade and the value of the dollar.

92. Assess the claim that Reagan’s policies were directly responsible for the collapse of the Soviet Union.

93. Evaluate the economic legacy of Reagan.

94. Examine Reagan’s legacy in the federal judiciary.

Wednesday, 4/4 DQs for Hobsbawm, chapter 16

95. Examine the themes expressed in the quotes by Benjamin, Lewin, and Deng Xiaoping.

96. Discuss the origins and social base of Chinese communism at its inception.

97. Analyze the consequences of Mao’s revolutionary fervor on scientific development and education.

98. Why, despite being a major oil exporter, did the USSR not benefit from the oil price increases of the 1970s?

99. According to Hobsbawm, what motivated the declaration of martial law in Poland in December, 1981?

100. Identify the social groups inside the USSR who were clamoring for reform and explain their motivation.

101. Examine the inherent conflict that Hobsbawm saw between the policies of Glasnost and Perestroika.

102. To what extent was the demise of communism in Europe a revolution?

103. Why did Gorbachev become so unpopular in Russia?

104. Explain the reasons for the failure of the attempted Communist coup in Moscow on 8/18/1989.

105. According to Hobsbawm, why did European communism disappear so rapidly?

Additional readings examining in more detail the collapse of the Soviet Union and that cover the foreign and domestic policies of George H.W. Bush and Bill Clinton will be assigned as a supplement to this unit.  The additional readings will correspond to the remaining days available prior to the final exam scheduled for this class on Friday, 4/27.   IB testing begins on 4/30.  
Thursday, 4/26  Essay Review for Exam

Friday, 4/27  Essay Exam 
1. “The presidency of Ronald Reagan marked a turning point in domestic affairs.”  To what extent do you agree with this view? [P3/07/Q19]

2. In what ways, and to what extent, did the foreign policy of Ronald Reagan (1981-1988) affect the Cold War?  [P3/06/Q23]

3. For what reasons, and with what results, were women’s movements active between the 1960s and the 1980s?  Illustrate your answer with examples from one country of the region.  [P3/09/Q24]

4. Analyse the impact of Afghanistan (1979-1988) on the development of the Cold War. [P2/10/Q28]

5. “The Cold War came to an end primarily because of Gorbachev’s changes in Soviet policies.”  To what extent do you agree with this statement? [P2/10/Q29]
6. Assess the successes and failures of the Bill Clinton Presidency.  [P3/11/Q23]

7. By what methods and with what results did either Poland or Czechoslovakia seek to gain independence from Soviet control after 1968?  [P2/11/Q21]

8. To what extent did events in Eastern Europe contribute to the end of the Cold War?  [P2/11/Q29]
Monday, 4/30  IB Testing Begins

Friday, 5/4  Special Seminar:  Lt. Peter Pierce,  “Counterinsurgency, Nation-building, and the Nature of Conflict in the Twenty-First Century.”

Friday Afternoon, 5/11 IB HL History Paper 1 and Paper 2 exam

Monday morning, 5/14, IB HL History Paper 3 exam
16
3

