Macbeth Act II Reading Guide

1. What time does the scene begin?

2. What does Banquo request from his son when he hears someone approaching?

3. How does Macbeth identify himself to Banquo?

4. What present does the king want Banquo to deliver to Lady Macbeth?

5. What did Banquo dream about last night>

6. Has Macbeth been thinking about the same subject?

7. What kind of person is Banquo?

8. What are Macbeth’s characteristics?

9. What is Macbeth waiting for before he carries out the plan?

10. What apparition does Macbeth see?

11. Describe the changes in the apparition.

12. Who is the goddess of the witches?

13. What is the rhyming couplet that tells us Macbeth is on his way to murder Duncan?

14. Why didn’t Lady Macbeth murder Duncan?

15. What animal sounds did Macbeth hear during the murder?

16. Who is sleeping in the second bedroom near Duncan?

17. What foreshadowing does Lady Macbeth provide about what may happen to her and her husband?

18. What words does Macbeth hear a voice cry out when he is committing the murder?

19. What instructions does Lady Macbeth give to her husband to prepare for the early morning visitors?

20. Who finishes carrying out the murder plot?

21. Who discovers that the king was murdered?

22. How does the audience know that Lady Macbeth is a great actress?

23. Who is blamed for the murder of Duncan?

24. What happens to those who are suspected of killing Duncan?

25. Where do Duncan’s sons flee?

26. What are the results of drinking too much alcohol?

27. What is comic relief?

28. Who is the King of Scotland at the end of Act II?

