Possible answers to class discussion questions on Christendom PowerPoint

1. What is Christendom?

· Countries in which Christianity dominates or is the ultimate power.

· Present day definition- a worldwide community of Christians. Example: Presently, anyone one who is a Christian belongs to Christendom

2. What is the difference between a kingdom and Christendom

· A kingdom is territory dominated by a king, Christendom is territory dominated by Christianity.

· Although the medieval kings held much power, they were still subject to the rules and demands of the church and the pope. Example: Charlemagne wasn’t declared emperor until crowned by Pope Leo III.

3. How did Christianity spread through Europe?

· People living in lands conquered by Charlemagne were given the option of converting to Christianity or being killed.

· Missionaries were sent to convert Pagan peoples

· St. Boniface- sent to German Pagans

· St. Patrick- sent to Ireland

· Gregory I- sent to England

4. What contributions did Monasteries make to medieval life?
· Charlemagne asked the bishoprics and monasteries to teach the people to read

· Monasteries helped take care of the poor and needy and often served as hospitals

· The monks worked as scribes, copying holy texts and scripture for dispersion amongst the people. 

