First Period

half way through first period

dust accumulated on the sweaty palm of my
raised hand

must be a centimeter thick by now

as the chicken-legged teacher goes around the
room

defacing students homework from last night

with red pen graffiti

that focuses more on missed commas than the
content of the sentences

he finally decides to acknowledge me

“Mr. Derrig, why do | have a feeling that this is
another one of your dumb

comments. You constantly waste my time. Why
don’t you just drop out or something?”

why don’t | just drop out
why don’t | just drop out!

and it was at that moment that all statistics
began to make sense to me [

statistics of children whose mouths water mo
for the many taste of

society corner slanged penicillins

than the cardboard textures of diplomas

with pipes more important to fill

than class requirements

statistics of classes cut

to avoid battlefields full of aggravated shrap

from teachers with exploding tempers

teachers with magnifying glasses at the
pointers

who feed off the brightness of surrounding
students
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