The Catcher in the Rye Dialectical Journal Requirements
· For this novel, you will each create a Dialectical (Double-Entry) Journal:
· You must have at least TWO (2) quotations from each chapter.
· Use the left side of the journal to record the quotations; use the right side of the journal for reflection and critical analysis.  Each response must be in the form of a thoughtful and well-developed paragraph.
· Be sure to choose quotations that reflect characterization, symbolism, irony, ambiguity, and theme.
Sample Dialectical Journal Entry (from Vonnegut’s Slaughterhouse Five):
Chapter One
	Quotations
	Analysis

	         “He had a pleasant little apartment, and his daughter was getting an excellent education.  His mother was incinerated in the Dresden fire-storm.  So it goes” (Vonnegut 1-2).

	          The novel has just begun, and already the narrator shocks the reader by sharing his surprisingly detached attitude toward death. By using the simple phrase, “So it goes,” the narrator seems to be minimizing the horror of this fiery death, thereby immediately conveying his disconnection from the feelings that most of us would experience when learning of such a ghastly event.  Since we do not know much about the narrator yet at this point in the novel, the reader is left to guess at his motivation for making such a seemingly insensitive statement.  Perhaps the narrator is simply a cold-hearted man.  Alternatively, it is possible that the narrator has witnessed so much death and destruction in his life that he now has become numb to it. 


Additional Requirements: 

· For your FRONT COVER, draw a picture that represents Holden Caulfield – be sure he is dressed as Holden dresses and include common quotations that Holden speaks.

· For your BACK COVER, draw some of the major symbols from the novel and include a brief analysis of their importance in the novel. 

· Pages 1-2 of your Journal: Keep a Character Chart where you note all of the recurring characters in the story.  Make note of the page number where you first meet each character, and write 3-4 details about each as you read.

· Pages 3-4 of your Journal: Keep track of some of Holden’s “I am” statements. Include examples from throughout the novel.  Some examples:
· “I'm not going to tell you my whole G-D autobiography or anything” (1). 

· “I'm quite a heavy smoker, for one thing-that is, I used to be” (5). 

· “I'm quite a nervous guy” (36).  
· From Page 5 on: Keep your double-entry journal (usually one page per chapter).  Clearly title each page with the chapter number.[image: image1.png]
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