How to set up notes for your literary research essay:
Top of the page: Draft thesis (encompass your 3 subtopics)
Subtopic 1: Quotes/paraphrases + sources 
Subtopic 2: Quotes/paraphrases + sources
Subtopic 3: Quotes/paraphrases + sources
Clearly indicate each subtopic.  Some possible examples include:
* Analyze the author’s use of satire/effect
* Analyze the figurative language/effect
* Analyze literary devices/effect
* Analyze how the author’s life influences the text
*Analyze how the historical era influences the text
* Discuss the themes/purposes of the text
* Other critical analysis: feminist criticism, Marxist criticism, psychoanalytic criticism, etc.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Here is a sample introduction for purposes of demonstration (adapted from a student essay).  I identified the elements of Hook (bold), Topic/Background (italics) and thesis (underline):	
The Ugly Truth
Various factions have for decades accused American society of devolving into socialism.  In recent years, critics of President Obama have denounced him as a socialist, communist, or some combination thereof due to his plan to require every American to pay for common health care, deridingly called “Obamacare.”  Such social commentary is evident in Kurt Vonnegut’s short story “Harrison Bergeron,” which depicts the United States in the year 2081 as a place of absolute equality, an equality that is enforced by the Handicapper General.  In this world, citizens who are deemed above average must be made “equal” to their lessors by being made ugly, being required to carry heavy weights, or being dumbed down by a torturous device that emits a loud beep into the wearer’s ear.  The titular character, Harrison Bergeron, is an individual so gifted that his burdens surpass all others, and has been declared a dangerous fugitive with plans to overthrow the government.  His sudden arrival at a television station, coupled with his desire for society to cast off their handicaps in order to express their individuality, is met by deadly retaliation by the Handicapper General herself.  Through his use of juvenalian satire, Vonnegut weaves a tale that reveals much about the author himself, including his desire to challenge readers to question the governmental control that they so complacently accept.

Note: The 3 elements this essay develops are as follows:
1. An analysis of Vonnegut’s use of satire for effect (2 paragraphs)
[bookmark: _GoBack]2. An analysis of how the author’s biography/life experiences influence the text (2 paragraphs)
3. An exploration of the themes and purpose of the text (2 paragraphs)
