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Open any children’s book—Eric Carle, Dr. Seuss, take your pick—and 
you’ll experience rich visual imagery combined with literary text. We  
present these books to young children, knowing that they will adore 
the pictures, engage in the narratives, seek more books, eventually  
learn to read, and hopefully love to read. Yet as children get older and  
enter school systems, the pictures quickly fall by the wayside. We expect  
students to become “serious” readers, working toward paragraph-based 
chapter books and the accepted canon of classic literature. For those  
students, like me, who loved to read at an early age, this entrenched  
method was a non-issue. For countless others, however, reading was, and 
still is, a struggle and seemingly insurmountable barrier to success in school.

This book and the organization behind it—Reading With Pictures—aims to 
turn the reading paradigm on its head through the medium of comics.  With 
their mission of “Getting Comics into Schools and Schools into Comics,” 
Reading With Pictures is helping teachers foster a love of reading through 
the natural marriage of words and pictures that is comics. You need not be 
a comics enthusiast to appreciate and utilize the pages that follow here. 
Rather, all you need is an open mind and willingness to do whatever it takes 
to help all children become accomplished, enthusiastic readers.

In fact, I wish I had this book in hand during my first teaching  
experience with an unwieldy class of 34 New York City fifth-graders. I  
clearly remember a group of four boys in the back of the room who ignored 
everything I said and opted instead to draw Pokemon characters. More out 
of frustration than anything, I told the boys that if they would write words 
in cartoon balloons next to their drawings, I could evaluate their writing and 
give them a grade. I liken that statement to the starting gun of a race: BOOM!! 
The boys were off creating comics—volume after volume of written, artistic  
narratives designed in class, during recess, after school, on the bus, and 
wherever else they could find a flat surface. It should come as no surprise 
that the boys’ writing improved dramatically. They became dedicated read-
ers of comics and other books, and they went on to achieve great things in 
school.

And for me, the seed was planted for the Comic Book Project 
(www.ComicBookProject.org), an initiative that I founded in 2001 to 
engage youths from high-poverty neighborhoods in the process of  
planning, writing, designing, and publishing original comic books. CBP  
has since grown to become an international model for literacy engagement  
and reinforcement, with tens of thousands of comic books created by  

Foreword
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students in grades K-12 from Florida to Hawaii, Mexico to Nigeria. The  
growth of CBP has been largely due to the partnerships that we have 
built with organizations and people who champion our cause of creativity  
as a crucial element of literacy learning.

One of those champions is Josh Elder, Executive Director of Reading  
With Pictures. I first met Josh in April, 2010, when the International 
Reading Association had unexpectedly canceled its Graphic Novel  
Institute—a telltale sign of the fragile relationship between comics  
and the reading establishment. With what seemed like truly superhuman  
power and speed, Josh rekindled the Institute by garnering the support 
 of Northwestern University, Diamond Comics, First:Second Books, and  
a wealth of presenters and panelists, including comics creators, 
 children’s authors, and academic researchers.
 
Many wonderful things transpired at the Institute. Jane Yolen, the  
renowned children’s book author, described her dedication to comics as  
made evident by her most recent book, a graphic novel titled Foiled. Bill 
Ayers, Professor of Education at University of Illinois at Chicago, donned a 
Boondocks t-shirt and presented the graphic novel version of his memoir  
To Teach—The Journey in Comics. But most exciting was the participation of 
school teachers and librarians who have embraced comics as literature and 
literacy reinforcement. These educators shared their successes in  
introducing comics into their classrooms and libraries, as well as the  
challenges they regularly face from principals, parents, and other  
teachers. All through these proceedings, Josh Elder guided the  
conversations and presentations. Thanks to him, everyone walked away 
from the Institute inspired and ready for more comics in our curricula.

Perhaps you are one of those educators excited about how comics can 
engage and motivate your students. Perhaps you are one of those  
skeptical principals or parents, unsure of why your children won’t put down 
their beloved comic books and graphic novels. Or maybe you are just a bit 
curious about comics in education and the role that comics can play in 
the lives of young people. Regardless, this Anthology will be an invaluable  
resource for you. Enjoy it, and all the possibilities that it holds for readers 
of any age.

Dr. Michael Bitz, EdD
Founder of the Comic Book Project
Executive Director of the Center for Educational Pathways
www.edpath.org
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Just James
... do you think,
James? James? 

JAMES
JEFFORDS!

huh!

wha!

Nice
moves,
spaz!

Dylan, why do
you have to be
such a jerk?

I don’t know, Katie.
Why don’t you ask James

why he has to be
such a weirdo?

Class, do I
need to send you

all back to the 4th grade?
Because you’re certainly

acting like you still
belong there.

No, Ms. Johnson. 

Your allegorical
stories are due on Friday!
Double-spaced with 1-inch
margins! And don’t think I

won’t get out a ruler
and check!

Hold on, James.
I need to take a look

at what you were drawing
in your textbook

– where you’re not supposed
to make marks of any kind -

before I can
let you go.

... Yes, ma’am.
And I was

… I was just
goofing around ...

Yes, when you were
supposed to be paying

attention in class. You’re a
very bright young man, James,

but not so bright that you
can daydream your way

to a good grade.

Yes,
ma’am.

Hmmmm. That’s a good
likeness. Though it may

surprise you to know that
I used to draw my own

comics when I was your age.
Still do, in fact.

And since you like drawing so much,
I want you to tell your 2-page story

with pictures as well as words.
Think you can do that?

Y-yes,
ma’am!

The story can be
about anything you want,

so long as it’s really
about something else. 

something that
matters to you. 

Yeah… I’ve
got just

the thing...

Just James by Josh Elder & Jason Allen
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Just James
Hey!

Give that
back!

....

Yeah, that’s what
I thought. Now let’s

see what we’ve
got here...

Blah blah blah...
some cruddy pictures

of zombies... “I just tried
to stay out of their way

while they wandered
around aimlessly.”

“Though it wasn’t
much of a change for

some people.”

Oh, you’re
in for it now,

nerd!

And what are
you gonna do if
I don’t, huh?

Whatcha
workin’ on,

weirdo?

Mind
if I take
a look?

Just James by Josh Elder & Jason Allen
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Just James

ha
ha

ha

ha
ha

ha

haha
ha

Leave
him alone,

Dylan!

Right, like
I’m gonna let

some girl tell
me what do.

Is that
a fact?

Ms. Johnson!
I can... I can

explain...

Tell it to
Principal Haroff

because I don’t want
to hear it.

ow

Here,
I think you
dropped

this.

Th-thank you.
But why? Why did

you help me? Don’t
you think I’m
weird too?

I helped you
because you needed

help. And you’re
not weird…

…you’re
just James.

ow

ow

Just James by Josh Elder & Jason Allen
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TK

Amelia Rules: Self Help by Jim Gownley
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By Michael Lariccia

OKay, class, let's 
get started.

H-H-Hello everyone.

M-m-y name is  
Ms. Russell, I mean 

Doctor Russell.

Introduction by Michael LaRiccia
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Heh-heh.

Your 
clothes 

smell like 
trash!

...you won't learn 
compassion.

mother!

I found
 another 

one!

good job,  
see if you can 

Find more.

hurry 
child.

In history 
classes, 

you'll learn 
dates and 

facts, but...

I hope that 
this will be 

a memorable 
class for 

you. 

Introduction by Michael LaRiccia



31

Of 
course, 

we'll use a 
textbook, 
but I'd like 

to challenge 
you to find 
another
 layer.

My mother raised my 
sister and me in abject 

poverty. 

She taught us  
to recognize 

opportunities and  
to be cognizant of 

life's harsh realities.

Though I am a 
professor, I have not 
found all my answers 

in books.

So do not go searching 
for all of the answers 

in this book. 

Some of you may be 
struggling with this 
subject matter on a 
very personal level.

It was hard for me when I 
started to become aware 

of social inequities.

People assume that if you are black you are 
automatically aware of prejudice.

Can you take off for a 
few hours? my parents 
don’t know that I have 

a black roommate.

I can’t
 believe this
 is happening 

to me!

Introduction by Michael LaRiccia
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You know Jenny 
only hangs out 

with you because 
you’re her 'black 

friend,' right?

Not true...

But when I 
was your age, 

I started seeing 
things differently. 

And it made me 
angry and 

upset.

Frustration and bitterness were 
weights I carried for many years.

I did...

I'm not good 
enough for 

grad school!

That is so not
 true. You got into 

one of the best schools 
in the world and you got 

here with a third of
 the resources!

...Many 
times. But 

thankfully I 
had a strong 

support 
system.

Marie, 
you have 
a lot to 
offer to 
the Field. 

You 
should 
stick 

with it.

Dr. Russell, 
did your frustration 
ever make you want 

to, like, give up?

Introduction by Michael LaRiccia
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So I hope that 
whenever any 

of you feel like 
things are 

getting too
 overwhelming, 

or that you
 have failed or 
that you don't 

belong...

...you look to 
those people who 
reach out to you.

I knew you 
could do 
it, Marie.

You know, 
education happens both 

inside and outside of 
the classroom.

So let's keep 
this dialogue going 
even as we hit the 

books.
Turn to page
 ten. “Chapter 

One What Is the 
American Dream?”

Introduction by Michael LaRiccia
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Everyone, 
you’re going 
to be reading 
from chapter 

four.

When you can’t read, you 
don’t really understand 

what you’re missing.

You know there’s  
something there, something 
everyone else can see, but  
you just can’t. I think it’s a 
lot like being colorblind and 

having everyone tell you that 
you would really like red 

if you would just try hard 
enough to see it.

Victoria, 
would you 

stay behind? 
i’d like to 

talk to you.

So Much More by Tory Woollcott
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I’ve noticed 
that you’re 

having trouble 
reading.

I’m fIne.

then  
Could you 
read this 

paragraph 
for me?

The boy is…  
na-name-ed… 

named… The boy 
is named for 

his…

I think that’s  
enough. Victoria, you 

just aren’t reading at 
your grade level. I know 
that you’re a bright girl 
and that you try hard, 

but you just keep  
falling behind.

I want to  
help you, but 

you’re going to 
have to tell me 

how.

...
well... I don’t know... 

it’s just...

...the words 
move around on 

the page...

...Like ugly little 
ants. I can’t keep 
them straight.  

That’s why I  
always have to 

read with someone 
else. I guess I’m 

just dumb.

So Much More by Tory Woollcott
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That’s not true  
at all, but I’ll tell you what  

is true: Things are going to be very 
different from here on out. I know it 
wasn’t easy for you to share your 
feelings like that, but now I know  
what you’re going through. And  
that means you don’t have to  

go through it alone  
anymore.

Sorry I kept her.  
We were just talking 

about the trouble she’s 
been having with her 

reading assignments. 
Now this might not be 

easy for you  
to hear…

…But I think Victoria might  
have a learning disability. I’m  

going to arrange for someone to 
come in and give her some tests. 
That way we can FInd out what’s 
wrong and fIgure out how best 

to treat it.

 Hello?
Is Victoria 
ready to 

go?

Don’t worry, this  
diagnosis is actually  
a good thing. Once we  

fInd out how she learns, 
we’ll have her reading  

in no time!

So Much More by Tory Woollcott
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Reading doesn’t  
come easy for you 

like it does for some 
people, and that makes 
you feel frustrated. 
It makes you want to 

give up, but that means 
you’d be giving up on a 
lot of great stories 
and a lot of great 
ideas that can only 
 be found in books.

The fIrst  
step is to get 
you to stop 
hating books 
and reading in 

general.

I don’t see 
what the big 

deal is… reading
 is boring and 

stupid.

No it isn’t 
stupid...

...and neither 
are you.

I think  
you’re getting  

lost because there 
are too many words 
on the page. It makes 

you lose track of 
the story.

Because  
you were brave 
enough to tell 
us about your 

problem, we can 
work together 
to Find ways to 

fIx it.

And I think I 
know how.

So Much More by Tory Woollcott
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wow.

excuse me, I’m 
looking for some 
CHILD-appropriate 

books.

I really want her to  
have a love of books. She 

loves stories, and I’m worried 
that her reading difFiculties 

will keep her from experiencing 
all the wonderful stories  

she could Find inside  
of books.

Oh cool!

My daughter  
has been having  

trouble reading, and  
I thought comics 

might help.

It looks like  
your daughter 

agrees!

Comics and 
graphic novels 

appeal to reluctant 
readers and kids 

with learning 
disabilities...

...because 
they use more 

than just words 
to tell a story.

So Much More by Tory Woollcott
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Can I read 
this comic book 
for independent 

read?

Yes, but you’ll 
still have to 
write a book 
report on it.

ok.

how 
is it 

going?

But i’m having fun!

reading
 is hard.

So Much More by Tory Woollcott
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The Legend of Billy by David Reddick 
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Unshelved: Secret Origins by Gene Ambaum & Bill Barnes
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Dreamland Chronicles by Scott Sava
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Dr. Stevelove by Phil Chan & Joe Dunn
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Stellar Rescue by Phillip Bowles
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BENTON MIDDLE SCHOOL
mRS. nEWMAN’S 3RD PERIOD

HONORS ENGLISH.

Amy, what was that

call about last night?

I said I wasn’t pretty, Amber said I was
but she wasn’t and I was like, “No, you are!”

So we called all the boys in 7th grade
to find out if they thought we were pretty.

Thanks! All the guys, huh?
What about you, Chris?
Would you date me?

YES! WHAT?!

One Day With Amy by Steve Wallace & Daniel Gutowski
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mr. carters
4th period

honors science

so, I’m totally
going out with

amy now!

wow, really?
since when?

last period. cool.

yeah, so
I might need
you to cover
for me this

weekend

My mom doesn’t
let me go on dates,

but if I say I’m going
to the movies with you

and then we meet
Amy there it

should be cool.

Hey, maybe
you can find

a girl to
go with.

that would
be cool. Oh!

you know what?

I bet amy
will want to

make out!

to
tal

ly
!

One Day With Amy by Steve Wallace & Daniel Gutowski
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have you
seen amy?

nope.

Hey, have you
seen amy around?

nope,
sorry
man.

hey curtis,
you seen amy? nah, not

since last
period.

hmm, ok
thanks.

did you see
amy anywhere?

no, why?
didn’t you
see her?

no.

lunch

One Day With Amy by Steve Wallace & Daniel Gutowski
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One day with Amy

Words: Steve Wallace
Art: Daniel gutowski

where
is she?

end of day - amy’s locker5th period
Mrs. Jones’

honors civics

amber! hey,
have you
seen --

Amy told
me to tell

you that she
doesn’t want

to go out
with you
anymore.

B-but she’s
the one who
asked me…

Yeah…she only said
that because she

felt sorry for you.

but...  It’s her loss really;
lots of girls want to,

you know, go out with you.

wait,
what?

yeah.
i mean...

i would go
out with you.

you would?

yes.

One Day With Amy by Steve Wallace & Daniel Gutowski
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What If Mr. Kilsome Is a Monster? by John Bivens
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What If Mr. Kilsome Is a Monster? by John Bivens
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An Animal That Cooks Its Own Dinner by Chris Eliopoulos
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One Giant Step by Steve Horton & Jeong Mo Yang
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Overdue by Dino Caruso & Dave Windett
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Pirate Penguin Vs. Ninja Chicken by Ray Friesen
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London and New York were 
sprawling, but they didn’t 
begin to compare to the 
densely packed streets 

and alleys of Seoul. When 
you don’t know the culture 
or language, it’s easy to 

get lost.

We moved to Seoul in 
November after getting 

married in August.

My wife, Lindsay, got a 
job teaching English at

 a private school or 
“hagwan”. With a recession 
going on, jumping at any 

job anywhere, seemed like 
a good plan.

Woah
...

We learned to look for visuaL cues.

Visual Cues by David Faroz Precht and Cho Youn Chul

Visual Cues
written by David Faroz Precht

Art by Cho Youn Chul
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I had been offered the 
chance to write a story 
for this anthology the 
week before Lindsay and 

I arrived in Seoul.

I wanted to write about our 
experiences in Korea.

The images would have to 
carry the text, not the 

other way around.

A story about visual 
communication would have 

to be visual, I thought.  

Lindsay asked her college 
friend Inhan, who is Korean, 
for help fInding an artist. 
Inhan found Cho Youn Chul, 
a former animator looking 

to work in comics.

Unfortunately, Cho’s 
English was only slightly 

better than my Korean.

Is this 
soy sauce 
or oyster 

sauce?

What? No. 
Talking to myself. 
I want... European 

style for the 
panels.

Right, the 
European 

kind.

No, not 
in the 

panels.

Complex,
 detailed 

drawings...
yes...what?

Okay...okay, 
we will talk 

when we 
meet. Yeah. 

It became clear that 
our meetings would 
have to be one part 

English lesson. 
Speaking of which...

Visual Cues by David Faroz Precht and Cho Youn Chul
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Game 
time. Quiet 

please! Rock, 
scissor, 
paper.

 Lindsay’s mom works as an 
ESL—or English as a Second 
Language—teacher in Denver.

She explained there were 
two keys to keeping

kindergartners focused.

one 
minus 
one.

Games and pictures, and if you can put 
them together, you’ve succeeded.

Okay, 
Phillip.  What 

is it?

TRUCK!

Good.  
Which 

word is 
“truck”?

One day, Lindsay told me that she wanted 
to go back to school to study design.

She was fascinated 
by Seoul’s beautiful 
yet simple signage.

Not like what you’d see in my 
hometown of Chicago - with its 

emphasis on words over pictures.

She began looking at 
grad schools in Seoul.

But she’d need to 
learn Korean FIrst.

Visual Cues by David Faroz Precht and Cho Youn Chul
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Korean is based on an 
alphabet of 24 letters.

The written Korean language was 
created to look like the shapes 
your tongue and mouth make as 

you pronounce Korean words.

While Lindsay learned Korean, Cho 
and I were trying to communicate 

in his limited English.

We used a feature on most new 
Korean cellphones: the Korean 

to English translator.

And I tried my unskilled hand 
at drawing.

Toki. Right, and 
this one?

What does 
that sign 

say?

Ho-do-ri.

Hodori!

Like this...
It is difFIicult to 
type in English.

Visual Cues by David Faroz Precht and Cho Youn Chul
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Often it took some acting 
to get my point across.

I used gestures, pointed, or 
nodded.  And smiled as

much as possible.

Wow.  
This looks 
gorgeous.

Yes, 
perfect, 
Seah. You 

get a 
star.

Wait until 
I call on you, 
please. Sit 

nicely.

All right, 
James, draw 

a line to 
“clock”.

All right. 
Come on up.

Because it’s those visual things-
universal cues-that everyone, 

everywhere understands.

Visual Cues by David Faroz Precht and Cho Youn Chul
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People say math is the universal 
language. I say it’s visuals—

pictures.

Keeping your mind open to visual 
cues, to the world around you...

...shrinks the world.  Makes it 
more manageable. 

Seeing.

Understanding.

That is 
awesome. Wow... 

good?

Like a visual world should be.

Visual Cues by David Faroz Precht and Cho Youn Chul
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The Whiteboard by Harold Buchholz
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The Replacement Heroes by Michael Moreci & Andy Scordellis
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FCHS by Vito Delsante & Rachel Freire
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FCHS by Vito Delsante & Rachel Freire
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Light’s Speed by Kevin LaPorte & Amanda Rachels
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Light’s Speed by Kevin LaPorte & Amanda Rachels
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Pandora

“YESTERDAY WE DISCUSSED HOW
TO SAFELY STOP A RUNAWAY TRAIN...”

celebrity Superheroine
In “Asking the Right Questions”

story: Josh Elder art: Jen Brazas letters: Steve Wallace

Pandora is the most famous 16-year-old on the planet.
She’s on the cover of every magazine and gets invited
to all the best parties. Oh, and she’s also a superhero.

You know, in her spare time…

…THROUGH THE PROPER
APPLICATION OF NEWTON’S

LAWS OF MOTION. 

PROFESSOTRON
Origin: Advanced artificial intelligence
Powers: Digital Intellect
Hobbies: Chess, Astrophysics and Swing Dancing

TODAY I AM GOING TO TEACH
YOU ABOUT FARADAY’S THEORY

OF ELECTROMAGNETIC INDUCTION
AND HOW IT CAN BE USED TO

HELP YOU DEAL WITH
TECHNOLOGY-BASED THREATS.

SUFFICIENTLY POWERFUL BURSTS
OF ELECTROMAGNETIC RADIATION LIKE

A BOLT OF LIGHTNING, A NUCLEAR EXPLOSION
OR A SOLAR FLARE CAN GENERATE A POWERFUL

PULSE OF ELECTROMAGNETIC ENERGY.

AND AT THE RISK OF
SOUNDING IMMODEST,
YOU CARBON-BASED

LIFEFORMS NEED ALL THE
HELP YOU CAN GET.

AS THE TERM
“ELECTROMAGNETISM” IMPLIES,
AN ELECTRIC CHARGE GENERATES

A MAGNETIC FIELD AND
VICE VERSA.

THE ELECTROMAGNETIC PULSE
DISRUPTS ALL NEARBY MAGNETIC FIELDS,
CAUSING CATASTROPHIC CURRENT AND
VOLTAGE SURGES IN UNSHIELDED

ELECTRONIC SYSTEMS.

Pandora by Josh Elder & Jen Brazas
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Pandora

PANDORA PERFECT
Origin: Daughter of the science-enhanced Prometheus
Perfect and the magic-empowered Lady Valkyrie

Powers: Flight, Superstrength, Superspeed, Invulnerability
and the ability to properly Accessorize any outfit

Personality: A little flighty, but her heart is in the right place

ALPHA MALE
Origin: Genetically engineered (and ginormously entitled) optimal human
Powers: Highly-trained Martial Artist and superb Smacktalker
Team Affiliation: The A-List

B-Boy
Origin: Cybernetically augmented by his record label to be fresher, flyer, more dope
Powers: Superhuman Agility and Quickness
Debut Album: 

INGENOVA
Origin: Intergalactic princess-in-exile from the Antares Nebula
Powers: Solar-Powered Flight and Energy Blasts
Talents: Acting, Modeling and Snobbery

Am I boring
you, Pandora?

busted! No! I mean,
well… kind of.

I just don’t get how all
this science stuff is going

to help us in the real world of
supervillains and giant,
radioactive monsters.

Yeah, and if you got
a robot problem you

just find the poindexter who
built it, and Then you hit him

In the face.

Problem
solved!

I hear
that!

Or you just, you know,
find the off switch.

Those are all very…
interesting theories.
You will have the

opportunity to test them
next period when you join

Professor Praetorian
for a field trip
into the city.

Straight Outta Gotham feat. Kid Awesome

Pandora by Josh Elder & Jen Brazas
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Pandora

Whereupon I predict you will discover

that lessons learned in the classroom

have more relevance to the

real world than you imagine.

PROFESSOR PRAETORIAN
Origin: A Roman Centurion transported through
time to the modern day
Powers: Hi-Tech Armor and Weapons
Faculty Position: Personal Combat Instructor

“They steal advanced
technological components

at the behest of
their vile creator, 

the villainous Nerdcore.”

So what are
these ‘bots

called again?

The media
hath dubbed them the

8-Bit Bandits. 

HOW ARE YOU
GENTLEMEN?

ALL YOUR
BASE...

...ARE BELONG
TO US.

YOU ARE ON
THE WAY TO
DESTRUCTION.

WHAT
YOU
SAY?

YOU HAVE
NO CHANCE TO
SURVIVE.

MAKE
YOUR
TIME.

HAHAHA

‘Tis their third such act
of brigandry in as many weeks.

And by Jupiter, I swear
‘twill be their last!

Yeah!
It is
on!

Now to
battle!

And remember --
Your performance this day

counts as 20 percent of
your final grade!

Pandora by Josh Elder & Jen Brazas
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Pandora

Pandora!
Wait! Can we get

an autograph?

Of course
you can! Just give
me one second...

To my
biggest

fan...

I’m never
washing this
arm again! 

Me next!
Me next!

Hàf You think
I’m down,

but I’ll come
out on top. hcA

áõâ You got
to learn áõâ 

Verily, there doth be nothing
 I love more than slaying dragons!

E’en mechanical ones!

So Heroteen
magazine recently named

me America’s hottest
young superheroine.

I’ll give you
three guesses

as to why.

Stop hitting yourself!
Stop hitting yourself!

You leave
my fans alone,
you robo-jerk!

PANDORA!!!
EEEEEEE!!!

Hàf You
say it’s

done, but
I’ll never

stop. hcA

JáÈ that this
beat don’t
drop.  JáÈ

Pandora by Josh Elder & Jen Brazas
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Pandora

Great job, guys. I mean,
you took out some DIY ‘bots
I built using spare parts and

the processors from old
videogame consoles. That’s

really impressive.

But 

… My 8-Bit Bandits weren’t
just stealing random techage.

They were gathering the ingredients
for my mecha masterpiece.

You herolebrities are
so going to get pwned. Behold

my greatest creation ...

... THe

spoiler ale
rt...

MECHANNOSAURUS REX!

NERDCORE
Origin: Geekery-themed villain
Powers: Mad Programming Skillz
Base of Operations: The Nerdcave (AKA his mom’s basement)

Pandora by Josh Elder & Jen Brazas
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Pandora

Face me behemoth!
Face Praetorian

and meet...

... your
end.

Everybody
move!

This is so
awesome!

yeah!

I am in ur
parking lot... ...stompin

ur d00dz!

Yeah, HeroCare Insurance,
I’d like to up my coverage effective

immediately. Why? No reason...

{gulp}

Pandora by Josh Elder & Jen Brazas
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Pandora

This is why I always
say that you don’t fight
the robot, you fight the

Dorkimus Maximus
who built it.

Hope you brought
some aspirin,
Nerdclown...

Epic force
field fail,

l0s3r.

That Nerdcore nutcase
just blew up B-Boy! I can’t

get blown up! Do you know
what that would do to my

modeling career?!

Calm down!
No one (else) is
getting blown up,

okay? 

So listen up: There are
innocent people down there

that need protecting, a bad guy
that needs stopping and a

day that needs saving.

...‘cause I’m
about to bring

the pain!

You’re
a superhero –

it’s time to
start acting

like one!

Pandora by Josh Elder & Jen Brazas
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Pandora

You-you’re
right. So what

do we do?

Well, remember
in class today when

Professotron said that a
solar storm could generate
one of these electromagnetic

pulse thingies that fry
computer chips

and stuff?
Uh, no. Not
really…

{sigh} Well he did,
and since you’re solar
powered,  you can make
one of those pulses.

So you go nova...

…and I’ll
provide the

distraction.

Hey Rusty!
Your mother was
a dump truck!

NERDCORE
FTW. LOL.

CTRL-ALT-DEL!

You haven’t…
won… yet…

oof!

Pandora by Josh Elder & Jen Brazas
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Pandora

ahhhhh!

Well, that’s
one giant robot

down, one...

{hnn}

...mad
scientist

to go.

This can’t {OW!} be
happening! It’s not fair!

You’re not supposed to be
{AH!} smart enough to
think of using an EMP!

Pandora by Josh Elder & Jen Brazas



177

Pandora

tap

tap

tap
tap
tap

tap

tap

tap

Hey, she just
had the idea, I was

the one who did
all the work.

And we’re
all very thankful,

IngEnova.

Now Mr. Nerdcore, your
force field (and your pants, ewww)

are down. It’s over.

NO! I refuse to
be beaten by… by

some super-powered
teen Barbie!

Now that’s just
rude. Even for

a supervillain.

uhnnn...

Yes! Punch to
the face! 

You know it!

I think
this deserves 

a flap...

Pandora by Josh Elder & Jen Brazas
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Peter Gutierrez

 Robert Jarosinski

Becky Conzett Josh Hime

Russ Burlingame Brett Schenker

 Liza Illuzzi

The Honor Roll is our way of recognizing the extraordinary people, companies and comic 
specialty retailers that have gone above and beyond in their support of our mission to  
revolutionize the role of comics in the classroom. (illustrations by Lin Workman)

Honor Roll

‘

The following donors to Reading With Pictures were 
awarded cameo appearances in select stories as a way 
of giving thanks for their support. 
 
Perry Beckett in G-Man: Reign of the Robo-Teachers, 
Brian Bontemps in Light’s Speed, Kimberly Campbell in So 
Much More, Kathleen Dolan in High Noon at Junior High, 
Ms. Dumbleton in FCHS: Final(s) Crisis!, Mitch Dyer in 
G-Man, Martin Fung in Albert the Alien is New in School, 
Jason W. Gavin in G-Man, Charlotte Johnson in Just 
James and the Playground of the Living Dead, Jack Hayes 
in G-Man, Charles Henry in G-Man, Noah Henry in G-Man, 
Donald Higgins in Pandora: Celebrity Superheroine, Adkins 
P. Jones in Light’s Speed, Mariel Saginaw in Just James, 
Kristen Whitaker in Heroes, Jennifer Reall in G-Man, and 
Lee-Anne Weber in G-Man

DONOR APPEARANCES
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Honor Roll

Bitstrips for Schools
www.bitstripsforschools.com

Casablanca Comics
Portland, ME

Challengers Comics +  
Conversation

Chicago, IL

Chapel Hill Comics
Chapel Hill, NC

Chicago Comics
Chicago, IL

The Comic Vault
Chicago, IL

Comix Revolution
Evanston, IL   

Mt. Prospect, IL

Jim Hanley’s Universe
New York, NY

Spotlight
www.abdopublishing.com

Tokyopop
www.tokyopop.com

Westfield
www.westfieldcomics.com
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Jason Allen (Just James): Jason Allen is co-creator and illustrator of Just James and The Playground of the Living 
Dead. A corn-fed Midwesterner, Jason relocated to the deep south in 2005.  While adding “y’all” to his vernacular, 
he has illustrated characters and props on the television shows Frisky Dingo and Archer.  His eclectic background 
also includes theatrical design, voiceovers, and Karaoke DJ-ing. His Piano Man rocks! Check out his website at 
www.jasondallen.com. 

Gene Ambaum (Unshelved): Gene is the writer of Unshelved and editor of the Unshelved Book Club. He uses a pen 
name because he is scared of his own shadow. He has worked a variety of jobs in public libraries in the Pacific 
Northwest, including teen services and staff training. He loves French graphic novels, television shows from his 
childhood, pina coladas, and getting caught in the rain. www.unshelved.com 

Bill Barnes (Unshelved): Bill is the artist of Unshelved and writer of Not Invented Here. Before taking the vow of 
poverty required of cartoonists, Bill worked in the software industry for twenty years as a programmer, user  
interface designer, and executive speechwriter. He is teaching himself to play ukulele. Born in Manhattan, Bill is 
now a naturalized citizen of Seattle. www.unshelved.com

Gabriel Bautista (Albert the Alien): Gabriel is an indy comic artist, and an Eisner award winning colorist. His work 
can been seen in Image’s Popgun VOL 2 and Elephantmen. His coloring work can be seen in DC Comics’ The Spirit. 
Follow his adventures at http://galvomode.com!!

Chris Beckett (Mail Order Ninja, The Replacement Heroes) is a comic colorist residing in Brooklyn.  His favorite 
color is salmon, which also happens to be his third favorite freshwater fish. His least favorite color is camel, which 
weirdly enough is his favorite even-toed ungulate.

John Bivens (What if Mr. Kilsome Was a Monster?): John recently graduated from Northern Illinois University. 
Since that time he has done work for Sam Costello’s Split Lip horror anthology, Comic Book Tattoo (the Tori Amos-
based anthology), Popgun volume 4, and has appeared in a handful of Zuda web-comic competitions.  He spends  
whatever spare time he can with his lovely fiancée Mallory.

Phillip Bowles (Stellar Rescue!): Phillip discovered comic books at the tender age of six, the first being Robocop #1 
from a local 7-Eleven. It was clearly love at first sight. Since then, Phillip has pursued a career as a comics artist 
and continues to do so as a student in the Illustration As Visual Essay Masters program at the School of Visual 
Arts, NYC. Examples of his work can be found at www.phillipbowles.com

Michael Vincent Bramley (Judgment of Patrick): Michael has been a fan of comics from a young age. Teachers 
would reprimand him for trying to read comics during quiet time, or drawing monsters and writing stories about 
them in the margins of his school notebooks. Nowadays Michael lives in NYC with his wife, Alice, and spends all 
day making things up for his webcomic, Hadron Colliderscope.

Jen Brazas (Pandora): Jennifer Brazas is actually a ninja. But sadly, ninjas are not a recession-proof 
profession, so she turned to making comics. With her amazing ninja powers, she’s able to churn out hilarious  
full-color comic pages twice-weekly (Mondays and Fridays) of her webcomic Mystic Revolution, which can be found at 
www.mysticrev.com. Mystic Revolution currently has two self-published graphic novels with a third one set for 
release in Summer 2010.

Ed Brisson (Overdue): Ed is a freelance comic book letterer and writer. Since 2005, he’s been running the small 
publishing outfit New Reliable Press. He currently lives in Vancouver with his wife, daughter and their menagerie of 
pets. Find him online at edbrisson.com.

Jeffrey Brown (Little Bighead and the Big Snow): Jeffrey Brown is best known for his autobiographical graphic 
novels like Clumsy and Funny Misshapen Body, as well as humorous work Incredible Change-Bots, Cats Are Weird, 
and Bighead. He lives in Chicago with his wife and son. www.topshelfcomix.com/catalog/jeffrey-brown

Harold Buchholz (The Whiteboard): Harold is helping revitalize the children’s comics field as a publishing 
consultant, working with companies such as Archie Comics and Renaissance Press. Over the years he has 
helped hundreds of cartoonists get their work in print. In 2010 he received a Gold Pixie award for outstanding 2D  
animation. Find him online at www.acredale.com

Dino Caruso (Overdue): Dino Caruso hails from Ontario, Canada, where he lives with his wife and son. He has 
self-published a few comics, notably Against the Wall and Olga. He’s been published in a variety of anthologies 
from publishers including Ape Entertainment, Heske Horror and Poseur Ink. Check out his website at  
http://www.carusocomics.com

Phil Chan (Dr. Stevelove): For as long as he can remember, Phil Chan has always wanted to create comics.  He 
eventually found himself on the new frontier of webcomics, co-creating and writing the college-themed comic 
Matriculated.  More recently, he also co-created and wrote the hybrid video game comic/review column Another 
Videogame Webcomic. Phil currently resides in Delaware, where he enjoys tax-free shopping and fight clubs.  

Contributors
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Cho Youn Chul (Visual Cues) was born and raised in Seoul, South Korea and has a degree in animation from Sejong 
University.  His English is not that bad, despite what his English grade says.  But that’s okay; he doesn’t have to 
worry about grades anymore. He works at Dot & Comma Communication studio.

Scott Cunningham (A Misguided Field Guide) is co-creator of Lil’ Bigfoot (lilbigfoot.com), the smelly, hairy hominid 
who stars in his RWP story, and who originally stunk up the pages of Nickelodeon Magazine. Scott’s work has also 
appeared in Heavy Metal, Mad, Mad Kids, Archie, and a slew of DC comics, including their Kids’ Line titles and 
Vertigo. Some of his recent stories are featured in DC’s Cartoon Network 2-1 Anthology released this summer.

Vito Delsante (FCHS: Final(s) Crisis!): Vito is a writer. He’s written for DC Comics, Marvel Comics, Dynamite
Entertainment, AdHouse Books, and Simon & Schuster, among others and his stories have been reprinted in other 
countries. He and Rachel Freire have self-published FCHS and it is available online. He lives in New York City with 
his wife, Michelle, and two dogs, and wears glasses. Visit him online at www.incogvito.com.

Ryan Dunlavey (Comics & the Classroom): Ryan is best known as the artist and co-creator of the American 
Library Award winning Action Philosophers comic book series (with author Fred Van Lente). Some of Ryan’s other 
comics include Modok for Marvel Comics and the self-published Comic Book Comics (also with Van Lente), the first 
cartoon history of the American comic book industry. His work has appeared in Mad, Wizard, ToyFare, The 
Princeton Review, Time Out and Disney Adventures. He lives in New York City with his wife and son.

Joe Dunn (Dr. Stevelove): While obtaining a degree from Parsons School of Design Joe Dunn fell in love; first with 
sequential storytelling and then with a lady. He’s spent the last decade devoted to those two things, tying the knot 
and working steadily in illustration and webcomics. Joe’s since relocated from the big bad city to the peaceful 
suburbs of NJ, where he hopes that his odd hours and rowdy music don’t bother the neighbors.

Josh Elder (Editor, Pandora, Mail Order Ninja, Just James): Josh is the founder and Executive Director of Reading With 
Pictures. Creator of the award-winning graphic novel series and nationally syndicated comic strip Mail Order Ninja,
Josh regularly hosts workshops and professional development seminars in schools and libraries across the  
country. Josh currently resides in the small, midwestern town of Chicago, IL.

Chris “Elio” Eliopoulos (An Animal That Cooks Its Own Dinner): Chris is a freelance illustrator and comic artist from 
Elgin, IL. Please visit his website at www.eliohouse.com

Rich Faber (Roboy Red): Rich is an illustrator and co-creator of Roboy Red. His comic work includes Steel, Green 
Lantern, Impulse, Adventures of Superman and others for DC along with Quicksilver, X-Men, and Uncanny X-Men for 
Marvel. His illustration and design clients include NASCAR, USA Networks, WWE, Scholastic, and Cartoon Network. 
Please visit him at www.richfaber.com.

The Fillbach Brothers (Back In the Day): The Fillbach Brothers hail from Butte, Montana. Their creations include 
Maxwell Strangewell, Roadkill: A Jim Kowalski Adventure, Werewolves on the Moon: Versus Vampires, and Captain 
Freebird. They are the face of the Star Wars: The Clone Wars digest books.  The Fillbach Brothers currently reside 
in the living cartoon that is Las Vegas, Nevada, where they also write and draw educational comic books for UNLV. 

Rachel Friere (FCHS: Final(s) Crisis!): Rachel Freire has been doodling since the age of two. She learned to read 
from Archie comics, which led to her saying “Egads” alot. She attended high school at Art and Design on 56/57th & 
2nd Ave, and often wondered “Did John Romita sit in this chair? Maybe Dick Giordano? Art Spiegelman? Or -gasp-  
Harvey Fierstein??” Now, when she’s not working on FCHS with Vito Delsante, she’s working at Jim Hanley’s 
Universe with Vito Delsante!

Ray Friesen (Pirate Penguin vs Ninja Chicken): Ray Friesen is currently 22 years old, but if you read this in the 
future he might not be anymore. (if you’re reading this in the past, Time Travel High Five!) Ray draws lots of 
silly things, most of which have penguins in them. That’s all you need to know. Read more of his cartoons at  
www.DontEatAnyBugs.com, or else.

John Gallagher (Roboy Red): John is the Harvey Award-nominated creator of Buzzboy, co-creator of Roboy Red 
(with Rich Faber) and the upcoming Zoey and Ketchup (with daughter Katie) graphic novel series. A self-professed 
comics “evangelist,” John was an Eisner Awards nominating judge, and was co-founder of the literacy advocacy 
group Kids Love Comics. He currently serves as Senior Director of Entertainment at Starbridge Media Group,  
overseeing properties like Nascar Comics and the Philadelphia Eagles Kids Club Cartoon.

Chris Giarrusso (G-Man: Reign of the Robo-Teachers): Chris is the writer/artist of G-Man from Image Comics, the 
illustrator of The Amazing Adventures of Nate Banks book series from Scholastic, and the writer/artist of Mini 
Marvels from Marvel Comics. You can find him online at www.chrisgcomics.com

Jimmy Gownley (Amelia Rules at the Library): Jimmy is creator and cartoonist of the graphic novel series, Amelia 
Rules! The books have been translated into multiple languages, are part of Scholastic Book Clubs and Fairs,  and 
were even turned into a stage musical! The newest title, Amelia Rules: The Tweenage Guide To Not Being Unpopular 
hit stores in April 2010. Amelia Rules: True Things (Adults Don’t Want Kids To Know) is set for Fall 2010.

Daniel Gutowski (One Day With Amy): A guy who fell in love with comic books and drawing when was a child. Today, 
he is drawing mostly for his passion and sometimes for money. Already had some publications in underground zines 
and comic book anthologies. Now working on his own graphic novel. His art can be seen on degdeg.deviantart.com.
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Steve Horton (One Giant Step): Steve has written Captain Marvel for DC, Captain Battle for Image, and many other 
comics without a quasi-military rank. He lives in Indiana with his wife, two kids and lazy dog. 

Dave Lanphear (One Giant Step) of Artmonkeys Studios is genus homo ars tecnicus, and whereas he works daily 
thanks to opposable thumbs, has relegated the skill of staying upright and is likely to be found dreaming pronate. 
His reveries are in comic books, on TV and film screens, and at www.coroflot.com/artmonkeys.

Kevin LaPorte (Light’s Speed): A mental health professional by day and aspiring comic writer at all other times, 
Kevin is currently writing and lettering a web comic, The Blind Eye ( www.blindeyecomic.com). Other current 
comic projects include writing Clown Town—a finalist in the 2010 Small Press Idol competition—and co-writing The 
Apocalypse Boyz web comic.

Michael LaRiccia (Introduction): In 2005, Michael received a Xeric grant to self-publish Black Mane. He has 
contributed to several anthologies and self-published The Death of Black Mane and the Feared Self, Satori, 
and DISCO. He exhibits his comic art throughout the country. Currently a full-time graphic designer, LaRiccia 
periodically teaches cartooning. www.michaellariccia.com.

Christine Larsen (Heroes): Originating from the Pine Barrens of central Jersey, Christine is a freelance 
Illustrator by trade with a BFA in Illustration & Design from the University of the Arts, Philadelphia. She currently 
does work for numerous clients, including Zuda Comics, Ape Entertainment, Comixology and Applehead Factory. In 
fall and spring, you will find her traipsing about the University of the Arts campus, where she teaches Foundation  
Illustration for freshmen and Sequential Format for juniors.  

Irene Y. Lee (Loopy and the Nose of Misfortune): Irene was born and raised in Queens, New York.  She’s an 
avid gamer, comic book reader and anime artist.  After graduating from NYU Fine Arts, she managed to land 
a job at Marvel in the Production department.  You can check out her artwork and coloring tutorials at:  
http://suzuran.deviantart.com/ 

Alice Meichi Li (Judgment of Patrick): True to her namesake, Alice ponders curiouser things and proceeds to 
ensnare them within the confines of her canvas. Sometimes she even makes illustrations for publishers, rock 
stars, and the like.  She earned her BFA at School of Visual Arts, and currently lives and works in Brooklyn, NY, with 
her husband and fellow comic geek, Michael. You can view Alice’s portfolio here: http://alicemeichi.com/

Russell Lissau (Heroes): By day, Russell Lissau is a mild-mannered newspaper reporter in suburban Chicago. By 
night, he battles evil writing comic books including The Batman Strikes!, The 29, and Shrek.  Never one to shy away 
from a crowd, Lissau also leads workshops at libraries throughout the Chicago area about writing comics. To learn 
more, check out www.myspace.com/rlissau.

Johnny Lowe (One Giant Step) is a letterer who has worked on comics and graphic novels from several companies 
including Wildstorm, Boom Studios, Image Comics and Devil’s Due. He currently lives in Mississippi.

Brandon Montclare (Editor) has been a lifelong fan of comics and employed in some part of the business since he 
was 12 years old.  He’s worked as an editor at TokyoPop (Rising Stars of Manga) and DC Comics (All Star Superman, 
Batman: Year 100, Hellblazer).  And nowadays he’s started to write some odds and ends (Batman, Hulk). 

Michael Moreci (The Replacement Heroes): Michael Moreci’s debut graphic novel, Quarantined, will be released 
with Insomnia publications in 2010. His shorter comics work has appeared (or is forthcoming) in FutureQuake, 
Something Wicked, Accent UK’s Victoriana anthology, and Insomnia’s Layer Zero: Survival anthology. His freelance 
journalism has been published in Wired, The Huffington Post, North Shore Magazine, and In These Times. Michael 
lives in Chicago with his wife and dog. Visit him at www.michaelmoreci.com. 

Trevor Mueller (Albert the Alien): Trevor works in advertising by day, and writes comics by night. He is the
creator of several multi-award nominated webcomic series which are self-published. His work can be found on  
www.trevoramueller.com. In 2009 Trevor joined Reading With Pictures as their Marketing Director, combining 
his love of comics, education, and advertising. Trevor has also gives lectures and presentations throughout the  
country at conventions on the power of creativity and literacy.

Tintin Pantoja (High Noon at Junior High) was born in Manila and received a BFA in Illustration and Cartooning 
at the School of Visual Arts in New York, leading to a career in comics and commercial illustration. In 
2005 she was nominated for the Friends of Lulu ‘Best Newcomer’ award and her published works include  
Hamlet: The Manga Edition for Wiley and three volumes of Manga Math for Graphic Universe. Check out her art at 
http://www.tintinpantoja.com

Jay Piscopo (The Goblin of the Deep): Jay Piscopo is the author and illustrator of The Undersea Adventures of Capt’n 
Eli all-ages graphic novel series. Piscopo also co-created The Scrap City Pack Rats, art directed the award-winning 
Fizz and Martina Math Adventures, and was an animator for ABC TV’s Squigglevision. He resides in his hometown 
of Portland, Maine. www.captneli.com

Phillip Pittz (A Misguided Field Guide): Phillip is a specialist in Early Childhood Education with a three decade 
career as teacher, storyteller, puppeteer and now comics artist/writer. He is the Director of English at his own school in 
Japan and has begun work on a new series of audio books based on children’s literature available through the Gutenberg  
Project. Phillip can relate with Lil’ Bigfoot (lilbigfoot.com). He too is messy, smelly and breaks things by accident.
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David Precht (Visual Cues): David grew up near Chicago and now lives in Seoul with his wife, Lindsay McComb.  He 
loves to cook, write and research, and can grill a mean buffalo burger (the key is goat cheese). He is a blogger and 
contributor for Soulpancake.com. He is currently working on a graphic novel/webcomic, set in Korea, called Han 恨.  
David can be found at www.davidprecht.com.

Kevin C. Pyle (The Order of the Secret Pencil): Kevin is the author/illustrator of the graphic novels Blindspot and 
Katman, both published by Henry Holt for Young Readers. Blindspot was included in the Best American Comics 
for 2008, edited by Linda Barry, and Katman was named a Great Graphic Novel for Teens by the Young Adult Library 
Services Association. Kevin serves as co-editor of the comics anthology World War 3 Illustrated and is also the  
author/illustrator of several non-fiction “docu-comics.” He can currently be found online at http://boatfire.blogspot.com.

Amanda Rachels (Light’s Speed): Amanda began self-publishing her comic art at the tender age of 17 and 
never stopped drawing since.  She is currently providing full art and colors for a web comic, The Blind Eye 
(www.blindeyecomic.com), and for Clown Town - a finalist in the 2010 Small Press Idol Competition.

Grace Randolph (High Noon at Junior High) has written for Marvel, DC Comics, Boom! Studios and TOKYOPOP.  She 
also created and hosts the popular web show “Beyond The Trailer.” Check out www.gracerandolph.com for more 
info!

David Reddick (Legend of Billy): David is a professional cartoonist and creator of the comic strips Legend of Bill 
at www.LegendofBill.com, The Trek Life for CBS/StarTrek.com, Gene’s Journal and Rod & Barry at Roddenberry.
com, and is a staff writer and artist at Paws, Inc., the Garfield studio, and was an award-winning staff editorial 
cartoonist at a daily newspaper for 6 years. Some of David’s clients have included Nickelodeon, The New York 
Times Upfront, IDW Publishing, Image, TOKYOPOP, Paramount Pictures and ROK Media.

Kevin Sacco (The Order of the Secret Pencil): Kevin Sacco went to Camberwell Art School in London. After which 
he came to New York and pursued a career as a storyboard artist for advertising agencies. Along the way he’s 
done some cartoon illustration for Cracked, Crazy, Scholastic and Nuts. He lives with his wife, son, and daughter in 
Bloomfield, NJ. More of his work can be seen at http://www.saccoinmontclair.com..

Scott Christian Sava (The Dreamland Chronicles) is the award winning creator of The Dreamland Chronicles, Pet 
Robots, Hyperactive, and over a dozen other beloved kids comics enjoyed worldwide. Growing up on Looney Tunes, 
Speed Racer, Three Stooges, and Spider-Man has permanently warped Scott’s brain to that of a thirteen year old. 
It’s tragic.

Andy Scordellis (The Replacement Heroes): Andy always wanted to be an artist, and despite going to Wimbledon 
Art College, still went on to become a restaurateur for over 20 years. Selling up he moved to Norfolk with his  
family, and has finally gone back to the drawing board! He contributes regularly to Futurequake, and the imminent 
Replacement Heroes series.

Tim Smith 3 (Loopy and the Nose of Misfortune, Mail Order Ninja): Tim Smith 3 has done professional work for 
numerous high-profile entertainment companies over the years. Some of his more recent professional projects 
include Spider-Man Unlimited from Marvel Comics, Sonic X from Archie Comics, Grim & Co., an original graphic 
novel from TokyoPop,Tales from the Crypt for Papercutz, and Teen Titans Go for DC Comics. Plus many more. To 
view more of TS3’s work, please visit: www.timsmith3.com. 

Ian Sokoliwski (One Giant Step) is a Canadian colorist, illustrator, and gothic photographer, working professionally 
in the comic book industry since 1997.

Raina Telgemeier (A Conversation I Had While Teaching a Comics Class): Raina Telgemeier is the creator of SMILE 
(Scholastic/Graphix), the adaptor and illustrator of the Baby-Sitters Club graphic novel series (Scholastic/Graphix), 
and the co-author of X-Men: Misfits (Del Rey Manga). Raina’s comics have been nominated for the Ignatz, Cybil, and 
Eisner Awards, and have appeared in publications by Random House, DC Comics, OWL Magazine, and Nickelodeon 
Magazine. A graduate of Manhattan’s School of Visual Arts, Raina currently resides in Astoria, NY. Visit her online 
at www.goRaina.com.

Jill Thompson (Cover Artist): Jill Thompson has been drawing comics for as long as she can remember. Thank 
goodness she got good at it. She is the creator of Scary Godmother and Magic Trixie. Follow her on Twitter as
@thejillthompson.

Fred Van Lente (Comics & the Classroom: A Match Made in History): Fred is the New York Times bestselling 
author of Incredible Hercules (with Greg Pak) and Marvel Zombies 3 & 4, as well as the American Library 
Association award-winning Action Philosophers. His other comics include Comic Book Comics, Iron Man Legacy, 
X Men Noir and Amazing Spider-Man.

Rob Valois (Editor) is a senior editor at Penguin Young Readers Group in its Grosset and Dunlap/Price Stern Sloan 
imprints. He is the editor of the kids’ graphic novel series The Adventures of Daniel Boom aka Loud Boy as well as
the comics-influenced middle-grade series Splurch Academy for Disruptive Boys. 

Jim Vargas (Just James) is a professional colorist and recent recipient of a Bachelors of Fine Arts in Illustration 
degree from the American Academy of Art. His colorist credits include the webcomics Divis Morte, Grind House, 
Dr Leer, No Gods six cover panoramic illustration, and his own online comic series Faithless. www.jimvargas.com
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Steve Wallace (One Day With Amy, Just James, Mail Order Ninja, Pandora): Steve Wallace is a writer/illustrator/
letterer living in Little Rock, Ar. He spends most of his day in front of a computer, the other part he spends 
in front of a drawing table. You can read his mini-comics and get updates on his upcoming graphic novels at  
stevewallaceart.com.

Eric Wight (Frankie Pickle: The Beast that Snored): Long before he created the Frankie Pickle series, Eric Wight 
spent his childhood wishing for superpowers. When that didn’t pan out, he decided to learn how to write and draw. 
Now he gets to work in his pajamas, and play make-believe for a living. Sometimes nice folks even give him awards 
for it. Check out all the fun he’s having at ericwight.com!

Sari Wilson (Editor) is a former editor at Holt McDougal and currently a Teaching Artist for Teachers & Writers 
Collaborative in New York City. She’s given professional development workshops at Teachers & Writers and the 
New York City Department of Library Services on incorporating graphic novels into the curriculum. She is an editor 
with First Second’s Drawing Words & Writing Pictures website, for which she served as an educational consultant.

Dave Windett (Overdue): Dave is a freelance illustrator and comics artist. His work has been published in 
Britain, Europe and America. He has worked on comics featuring well-known licensed characters such as Inspector 
Gadget, Eek the Cat, Ace Ventura and Daffy Duck. He has also designed original characters for a variety of 
publications and provided illustrations for everything from magazines and websites to mobile phones, games, and 
children’s shoes. Samples of his work can be seen at www.davewindett.com.

Tory Woollcott (So Much More): Tory Woollcott Is a Canadian writer and artist based in Toronto. Her first graphic 
novel, Mirror Mind, recounts her experiences growing up with dyslexia.  She is now a graduate from the University 
of Toronto with an Honors BA, in archeology and near eastern studies. and is currently working on her next book. 
www.mirrormind.ca

Jeong Mo Yang (One Giant Step) was born in S. Korea, then moved to Argentina at age seven and then to the U.S. 
at fifteen. A human being who loves every type of art form, he believes that art is the ultimate universal language. 
Art has the power to move hearts and minds, and your heart and mind is no exception. You can check Jeong Mo 
Yang’s artwork at www.comiking.com

Camilla Zhang (Editor, Loopy and the Nose of Misfortune): Camilla graduated from Barnard College in 2007 with a BA 
in English Literature and a Concentration in Creative Writing. As a native New Yorker hailing from the multi-cultural 
borough of Queens, her greatest passion is writing stories that help her and others have a better understanding 
of people and of the world. Currently she works at Marvel Entertainment and has an avid devotion to comics as a 
medium for education and provocative literature.


