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English 3-4 A: “The Grand Inquisitor” Socratic Seminar Questions

In each of your responses, use textual reference, either paraphrasing or directly quoting to support your answers. Attach this sheet with your answers.
1. Discuss the significance of the setting of Ivan’s poem.

2. Discuss the characterization of the Grand Inquisitor. 

3. What kind of imagery is associated with the GI and JC respectively? How are the two figures juxtaposed?

4. What can we infer about Ivan’s character from the story? What about Alyosha? Is there a parallel set up between them and the figures of the GI and JC?

5. Explain how this story could be allegorical—what two sides of human nature are represented?

6. Paraphrase the GI’s argument regarding Christ’s temptation by Satan in the desert. 

7. Find two other passages in the GI’s long diatribe that you found significant or interesting and explain why. 

8. On page _______the GI speaks in paradoxes. Provide two specific examples and explain.

9. Why do you think Jesus remains silent throughout the encounter between him and the Grand Inquisitor? What is the significance of the kiss?

10. Is it inevitable that prophets and truth-speakers are “crucified”?

11. What do you think is the main point of Ivan’s parable? 

12. Does this story set up faith as an ideal? Which side of the debate do you find yourself on more at the end of the story? Do you sympathize more with the GI or with JC or with Ivan or Alyosha?

Socratic Seminar Grading: 

· Written preparation:






____/20 points

· Seminar participation—based on quality, depth, 


insightfulness, evident preparation, use of specific 

examples and concrete evidence—and etiquette:          


____/20 points

Total: _____ /40 points

Socratic Seminar Etiquette:

Be prepared. 

Listen to others.

Think before speaking.

One person speaks at a time—no interrupting. 

Paraphrase what others say and build on their comments.

Speak clearly.

Cite specific evidence and reasons for your views.

Respectfully disagree.

Support one another.

Stay on topic.

Don’t monopolize.

Avoid over-saying “like,” “and stuff,” “you know what I mean,” etc. 

No side conversations.

Invite those who are participating less.

Ask for clarification
