Japan Timeline

1150 - 1868
Japan has military rule under the Shogunate.

1630 - 1854
Japan isolates itself from the West.

Foreign trade is limited to one Dutch ship at one port per year.




Japanese cannot leave the country

Japanese living abroad may not return

Christianity is outlawed.  Thousands of Christians are executed, some by crucifixions; Priests are banished.

1853
   
American warships arrive in Tokyo under Matthew Perry’s command.

1854
   
Shogun signs the Treaty of Kanagawa with the United States.

1860’s
   
Japan is forced to make trade concessions with the West.


1866
Two groups of Feudal Lords join together to overthrow the Shogun to restore the imperial government.

1867 - 1868
A bloodless revolution takes place when the shogun voluntarily surrenders 
   the rule of the country to the emperor.

1868 - 1912   The Meiji Era
1868
Rebels (young samurais) the real power behind the young emperor Mutsuhito “Meiji”; Emperor Meiji issues Charter Oath: Wisdom and knowledge to be sought all over the world.

1871
Imperial Edict abolishes the feudal system. The samurai are denied economic and military privileges. Compulsory education is instituted and requires students to attend for nine years. 

1873
   
Universal military conscription

1876
   
The Samurai can no longer wear swords.

1877
The Satsuma Rebellion:  Warriors attempt to reassert their historic position and are defeated the government’s peasant conscript army.
1882
Ito Hirobumi leads the Japanese delegation to Europe to study western forms of government.

1889
The Meiji Constitution, written by Prime Minister Ito, was given as a gift to the people from Meiji. The reforms transform Japan.

   
Legislature




House of Peers (Diet), appointed by Emperor and elected by the nobility.




House of Representatives; elected by the political parties.




Real power was in the hands of the cabinet.
Japanese army is modeled from the German and its navy is modeled from the 
   British. (Independent in theory from politics)


   
Education system – Modeled from French and United States






(powerful means of propaganda)

   
Postal System – Modeled from the United States

   
Cotton Mills, Banking, Railroads from Great Britain

   
Administrative and Criminal Code from French

   
Government and Constitution from Germany

   
Japan Rapidly Industrializes; by 1890 Japan has more than 1,400 miles of track
1894-95
Sino Japanese War
Why? Historians argue

Political Leaders needed a war for approval

Both China and Japan wanted Korea

Japan wanted to show its strength 
Results of the Sino- Japanese War



Resounding victory over China

Treaty of Skimonasiki (1895)


1. Korea declared independent 



2. Japan was given Formosa (Taiwan)



3. The Listung Peninsula given back to China due to Western pressure



4. Japan is an important nation in the opinion of the West

1899

All occidentals subject to Japanese Law

1900

Japan sends 80,000 troops to assist the West in the Boxer Rebellion
1902

Anglo-Japanese Treaty signified that Japan was a western nation
1904 - 1905
Russo Japanese War


Fought for imperialistic reasons to prevent Russian control over Korea

(1904) Japan attacked Port Arthur 

(1905) Battle of Makden (overwhelming victory)

1905

Treaty of Portsmouth


1. Southern Manchuria



2. Southern half of island, Sakhain



3. Recognition in Korea



(They had proven what an industrialized nation could do.)

1910

Meiji government annexed Korea with no interference from the West

1912

Emperor Mutsuhito dies; Meiji Restoration comes to an end.
