Discuss some possible reasons that Cathy decides to leave her money to Aron. Is she motivated by good or evil?

Discuss Steinbeck’s portrayal of women in the novel. Based on the actions and characteristics of these female characters, what do you believe his view of women is?

What is the significance of Adam’s utterance of “timshel” at the end of the novel? Why do you think Steinbeck chooses to end the novel this way?

Although Cal seems to be a duplicate of Charles and Aron seems to be a duplicate of Adam, in what ways does the later generation deviate from the actions and characteristics their predecessors. 

What do the different settings in the novel symbolize? East vs. West? Farm vs. town? The contrasting mountain ranges between which the Salinas Valley lies?
Steinbeck says “there is only one story” and that is the story of the struggle in humans between good and evil. Give examples that support Steinbeck’s assertion. Do you agree that all stories boil down to good vs. evil or are there other stories fundamental to human existence? If so, explain and give examples.
Steinbeck says that the root of evil is rejection. Do you agree with this? Are there other sources of evil? Give examples.

