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GOALS :
· The central goals of the chemistry program are to help students develop a conceptual framework for modern chemistry.
· To gain an appreciation of sciences as a process through laboratory experience.
COURSE OVERVIEW:
· The course will cover topics in chemistry that are foundational, 
conceptual, & mathematical. 

· Topics include:
· Matter and Change.
· Measurements and Calculation.

· Atoms, the building blocks of matter.

· The Periodic table and Periodic Law.

· Chemical bonding, Formulas, Equations, & Reactions.

· Stoichiometry Calculations and Stoichiometry of Gases.
· Kinetic Molecular Theory of Liquids, Solids, and Gases.

· Solutions and Compounds.

· Acids and Bases; Titrations and pH.

· Thermochemistry.

· Nuclear Chemistry.

· Organic Chemistry.

EXPECTATIONS:   

PERSONAL EXPECTATIONS:

· Students are expected to behave properly while in the class room.

· Students are expected to be respectful in their communication with the teacher, and cordial with their classmates.

· Good attendance is essential for students to reach their academic goals.

· Students are expected to resolve any problems/disagreements (should they arise), either with classmates or the teacher in a conference after school and NOT during class.

· School policies regarding absences and tardiness will be followed.

· In order to make lab work enjoyable, students are expected to follow all lab safety procedures as stated in the Lab Safety Contract which was signed both by the student and their parents.

· If a student is absent because of a school sponsored function, he is responsible for making up all Lecture notes, home work assignments, tests or quizzes while he was absent.

ACADEMIC EXPECTATIONS:
· Students are required to bring their textbooks, notebooks/portfolios and all other necessary materials to class EVERYDAY.
· Writing lecture notes in my classes are mandatory. Students are required to maintain a 3 ring binder for lecture notes, hand- outs, pre and post-lab write-ups, quizzes and tests.

· The notebook/ portfolio will be graded each quarter.

· Students who are absent either due to illness, personal reasons, or because of school sponsored functions, are responsible for making up homework assignments, quizzes and tests missed during the absence. 
· If a student is having academic difficulties, he is encouraged to come for tutoring after school especially the day before a test.
· Written homework assignments will be given 2/3 times a week.
· On the days they do not get a writing assignment, students will be expected to read lecture notes or the relevant parts of the chapter and  may be expected to take a pop-quiz the following day.
· In addition to announcing them in class and writing them on the board, assignments will also be posted on my Edlio webpage.

TESTING DAYS FOR SCIENCE:
· Wednesdays and Fridays are scheduled days for full-period tests however, Thursdays may be used on block days.
· Students will be given 2 days notice for quizzes, and a week’s notice before a test.  Pop quizzes, not exceeding 10 points may be given occasionally.

· Students absent on a previously announced full-period test day may be required to make -up the test on the day they return to class. Students who miss two or more instructional days prior to the day of a test may be allowed additional time to prepare or and take the test, at the teacher’s discretion.
APPROXIMATE GRADE DISTRIBUTION FOR THE COURSE:
· Class work , Notebook - 5%   
· Foundational Homework  - 15%

· Tests, Quizzes, Semester Final -60%
· Reflective Exercises/ Lab-20%

· Extra credit 1%- 3%
· Semester Final will constitute 10%-15% of the semester grade.

· Class work and Foundational homework will not exceed 25% of the semester grade.

· Final Exam will cover all the information studied in the course for the semester. A study guide will be provided.
· Extra credit is contingent upon your positive contribution to the class; such as attitude and conduct during discussions, group work and labs.
LATE WORK POLICY:
· Three late homework assignments will be accepted per quarter-( No questions asked ). However, the homework assignment must be turned in the next day!  This policy does not apply to a few assignments that I specifically instruct as “No lates”, an example of such an assignment may be Pre-lab work.
· Late work policy for extended illness or family emergencies will be given due consideration on an individual basis.
GRADING SCALE:
· All tests and assignments will be given a point value.  Your grade will be calculated by the number of points you have earned verses the number of points possible for you to have earned.
90% - 100% of total points = A
80% - 89% of total points = B

70% - 79% of total points = C

60% - 69% of total points = D

0% - 59% of total points = F
CONTACT INFORMATION
· It is best to reach me by email at smahon@damien-hs.edu.  Please note it is necessary to place an “s” before my last name.  This contact information is also posted on my Edlio webpage.  
