Spring 1st Quarter DIRT Manifesto

This quarter your independent reading book should be fiction, of either European subject matter or authorship (to complement the core curriculum which is a survey of English/European literature). Your book must be at least 200 pages—no exceptions—and should not be anything you’ve read before for any other assigned reading or for pleasure.

· Have your book by Monday, February 22nd
· You have a one-week grace period to change your book, but then you need to commit. No exceptions will be made this quarter. If you switch after Monday, March 1st or if you have not started a book by then, you will take a 0 on the final assignment.

· The culminating assignment will be a written report and presentation with a required visual component. 

Daily Independent Reading Time (DIRT) 

Note that DIRT stands for Daily Independent Reading Time. That means we may potentially read any and every day and you should bring your DIRT book with you every day. Official DIRT days, however, are Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 

Expectations

· Have your book out and be ready to read when class starts without being asked. 

· Read quietly for the full amount of time you’re given—between 10-15 minutes

· DO NOT write your response before the reading time is up.

· After reading, record a response of approximately one quarter to half a page in your Composition Book, writing from the back 
· Choose from the “50 Ways of Responding to Reading” list you are given, and vary your responses (this is important; I do not want summaries of your reading).
· Each response is 2 points and we typically do between 12-15 responses per quarter
· This quarter you will receive an overall DIRT grade into which your score on the reading logs will go; in addition you will receive a DIRT participation grade that will be half of your overall grade. Points will only be subtracted from this score if, for example, you need to be asked to get started on DIRT days, if you talk during DIRT time, if you don’t have your DIRT book with you, if you ask me questions about things I have already answered here (e.g. What do I do if I am absent on a DIRT day?)

· Apart from random checks I won’t penalize you for not having your DIRT book with you—but you are encouraged to use the class time I give you. Simply pick something from my bookshelf, ideally a magazine article that you may be able to finish in 10 minutes or another book that you may be interested in reading in the future, and still write a response in your log for that day.

· If you are absent for a DIRT day, simply read at home for approximately 12-15 minutes and have a witness, i.e. parent ,sign your response, vouching for you that you did read for the required time.

· Finally, don’t forget to read your book on your own as well, outside of class—try to find some time in your week when you can do this consistently, so you make sustained progress through your book. You need to be averaging at least 25 pages a week. 

