3/5ths Compromise – Slavery and the US Constitution


Part 1: Slavery and the Constitution
Article 1, Section 2 of the US Constitution – “Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned (shared) among the several States which may be included within this Union, according to their respective Numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the whole Number of free Persons…and three fifths of all other Persons. 

Article 1, Section 9 of the US Constitution – “The Migration (movement) or Importation of such Persons as any of the States now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited (stopped) by the Congress prior to the Year one thousand Eight hundred and eight, but a tax or duty may be imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each Person.”
Article 4, Section 2 of the US Constitution – “ No Person held to Service or labor in one State, Under the Laws thereof, escaping into another…shall be discharged (released) from such Service or labor, But shall be delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such Service or labor may be due.”
 Slavery and the Constitution Questions:

1) According to Article 1, Section 2 of the US Constitution, what is the basis for representation and taxation?

2) Who are the “such persons” mentioned in Article 1, Section 9?

3) Is Article 1, Section 9 for or against slavery? Why?

4) What does Article 4 say about slavery? 
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1790 Census Records Questions:
1) Which sates have a large slave population?

2) In what section of the country are these states located?

3) What do you think the states with large slave populations would have done if slavery were outlawed by the Constitution?

Focus Question: Were the Founders for or against the slave trade?

Instructions: Circle phrases that support the slave trade and box phrases that oppose the slave trade. 
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