Assignment Guide Chapters 12:  Political Ordering of Space
Key Concepts:

1. National Political units:  geographic characteristics and boundary concerns.
2. Nationalism, unifying centripetal and destabilizing centrifugal forces.

3. International political systems:  the UN, maritime law, and regional alliances.

4. Local and regional political forms:  representation and fragmentation.

Friday, 5/2  Exam Review; Nation-state exercise

Saturday, 5/3 First review session.  Brief nutrition breaks will be provided at 9:45 a.m. and 1:45 p.m.  Feel free to bring snacks to the review sessions for use at those times.

Monday, 5/5 DQs, pp. 383-389

1. Discuss the new forms of spatial interaction that have arisen in the period after World War II.
2. Examine the terms of the 1959 Antarctic Treaty.

3. Analyze the different meanings of the term “state.”

4. Analyze the different meanings of the term “nation.”

5. Explain the role of 18th century European philosophers in defining modern understandings of the state.

6. Using Figure 12.6b, identify the states of Western Africa that were former British colonies.

7. Using figure 12.7, identify the 15 newly independent countries created from the former USSR.

8. Discuss the various contemporary challenges to the central role of the state.

Tuesday, 5/6  DQs for pp, 389-403
Questions 9 and 10 relate to information in the text box entitled “The Ministates”
9. Examine the various bases from which ministates emerged.

10. To what extent do ministates have disproportionate power in global affairs?

11. Discuss the factors that may result in the creation of prorupted states.

12. Analyze the disadvantages faced by elongated states.

13. Explain the status of former West Berlin as both an exclave and an enclave.  
14. Examine the component features of a unitary state.

15. Examine the component features of a federal state.

16. Examine the component features of asymmetric federalism.

17. Discuss the significance of boundaries as enforcers of cultural variation.

18. Compare and contrast consequent and superimposed boundaries

19. Explain the basis of the territorial dispute between India and Pakistan over the region of Kashmir.

20. To what extent was the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 1990 justified?

21. Examine the variety of functional border disputes.

22. Analyze the role of iconography in promoting national unification.

23. Analyze the role of unifying institutions in solidifying national identity.

24. Examine the role of political organization and administration in promoting unity in a state.

25. Discuss the ways in which states limit communication and interaction with other states.

26. Explain the separatist movements that have arisen in the five countries of Western Europe.

27. Examine the centripetal forces operant in Chechnya.

28. Explain the five characteristics common to separatist movements.

29. Using the information provided in the Text Box entitled “Legislative Women,” assess the comparative status of women in US political life.

30. Discuss the definition of terrorism presented in the Text Box, “Terrorism and Political Geography.”

Wednesday, 5/7  DQs for pp. 403-410
31. Examine the role of nongovernmental organizations in reducing the role of the nation-state in recent years.

32. Discuss the concept of supranationalism.

33. To what extent is the UN able to assert its authority?
34. Analyze the content of the four zones of territorial claims established in the 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Seas (UNCLOS).

35. Discuss the key responsibilities of the major UN affiliated agencies.

36. Explain the importance of the Spratly Islands in South East Asia.  (See the text box, “Specks and Spoils.”)

37. Examine the scope of activities currently asserted by the European Union.

38. Using the data in Figure 12.27, identify the NATO countries that were formerly part of the Warsaw Pact nations.

Thursday, 5/8, DQs for pp. 410-419
39. Discuss the array of local governmental units in the US.
40. Compare and contrast the Canadian and US systems used to reapportion federal legislative districts.

41. Examine the guidelines that should be used in apportioning legislative districts.

42. Using the data in Figure 12.28, identify all of the Southern states that have gained congressional representation since 1930.

43. Discuss the various motives and methods for gerrymandering a district.

44. Using the guidelines in question 41, which of the districting strategies in Figure 12.30 represents the most appropriate solution?  Explain.
45. In what ways are the potential abuses of gerrymandering limited?

46. To what extent do you agree with the assertion of Justice Sandra Day O’Connor’s statement: “. . . Racial gerrymandering, even for remedial purposes, may balkanize us into competing racial factions: it threatens to carry us further from the goal of a political system in which race no longer matters.”  (See Geography and Public Policy, “Voting Rights and Race.”)

Friday, 5/9 Exam

Monday, 5/12 Essay
1. Examine the process of congressional redistricting.  Analyze the challenges posed in framing the issue of equal representation and the potential for abuse that has occurred in the process of redistricting.

2. Explain the varieties and characteristics of centrifugal forces that may operate in a country.  Discuss the centripetal forces operating in Iraq and Nigeria.
3. To what extent does the emergence of the European Union represent a new form of political organization in the world?  Be sure to include in your discussion the various aspects of European integration involved.

4. Discuss the consequences of the post-1945 extension of national territorial claims over coastal waters far beyond the traditional 19th-century three- or four- mile limit.

5. The Basque, the Kurds, and Palestinians are all examples of stateless nations.  Explain the concept of a stateless nation and examine the features of Basques, Kurds, and Palestinians that qualify each as a nation.  Include in your discussion the role of boundaries in maintaining each group as a stateless nation.
6. The United Nations added a large number of new member states in both the decade of the 1960s and the 1990s.  Explain the geopolitical circumstances that contributed to the addition of these states in EACH decade.  How have these changes altered the operation of the UN?
Tuesday, 5/12  The AP Exam is scheduled for noon in the Main Gym.  

· You will report to the gym at 11:30 for check in.  

· Please bring WOODEN #2 led pencils (NOT mechanical pencils) to the exam, as well as a reliable eraser.

· Leave all electronic devices and other valuables at home or in my room.  Valencia High School has no way to guarantee the security of the space provided for personal items that cannot be carried into the testing room.  Items have been stolen in the past.  

· Obviously, 4th period students should plan to leave all non-essential items in my classroom.  Other periods are welcome to leave non-essentials in my room as well.  

· I will be in my room when you are finished with the exam.
· Be sure to get a good night’s rest and eat a healthy breakfast.  
· Further details on the exam will be provided as I receive them.
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