Lights, Camera, Action!  The Oregon Trail…The Movie

Task:  Create a 2 -3 minute movie scene about an incident or something that occurs while traveling along the Oregon Trail and write a movie script for it.  Your group will talk about and discuss your scene with the class as well as share a movie poster.  

Work days:                                              Due Date and Presentation Day:

Requirements:

· Location: Describe where your scene takes place. View modern-day pictures of "Historic Sites along the Trail" (http://www.isu.edu/~trinmich/Sites.html).  Use (http://www.oregonpioneers.com/ortrail.htm) as a source as well.
· Casting: Describe the characters who appear in your scene and the roles they play -- mother, father, children, warrior, caravan leader, etc. -- including "extras" who help provide a backdrop for the action. 
· Props: Describe the wagons, animals, and other items that a filmmaker would need to stage your scene. 
· Action: Describe what happens in your scene, including any "special effects" and dialogue. 
· Write the script for your scene in movie script format
· Create a movie poster in color that shows the name of your movie, the stars, the director and a picture relating to your movie scene.  One poster paper will be provided.  
· Present your movie poster and discuss your scene with the class
Things to keep in mind when writing your scene…

· The emigrants traveled in large caravans that stretched for miles over the plains. 
· Most emigrants walked alongside their wagons, which were so packed with provisions that there was little room left inside. 
· Unlike the 49er's, who were mainly men, the pioneers of the Oregon Trail traveled in family groups, including many women and children. 
· Records suggest that many relied on oxen to pull their wagons across the plains. 
· Emigrants typically took along herds of cattle to stock the farms they dreamed of starting in the Oregon Territory. 
· Descriptions of the pioneers suggest that their wagons were practically bulging with provisions for the journey and furnishings for their Oregon homes. 
· Descriptions of the great immigration also suggest that the trail itself was littered with broken equipment, discarded items, and all the other junk that thousands of travelers would typically leave in their wake. 
Other Tips…
· Use the sample script to help you  write your script properly

· Use the Movie poster samples to help you with your movie poster

· Assign each person in your group a part, remember everyone needs to contribute equally.  Your teammates will give you a grade for your attitude and contribution
	
	Exceeds
	Meets
	Approaches
	Beginning

	Format and Completion
	Assignment is complete, script format is followed with minor error           

	Assignment is complete, script format is followed with minor error           
	Assignment is partially complete, script format is followed with some major and minor e error           
	Assignment is half done, illegible and script format contains many errors


	Accuracy and realism
	Script is creative, yet realistic and accurate to life on the Oregon trail. Characters, location, and storyline are thoroughly developed

	Script is realistic and accurate to life on the Oregon trail.  There is development of characters, location and storyline 
	Script is somewhat realistic and accurate to life on the Oregon trail.  There is partial development of characters, location and timeline

	Script is not realistic and accurate to life on the Oregon trail.  There is almost no development of characters, location, and storyline.


