
Parent Involvement 

 
Hawai‘i is the only state that recognizes 
an indigenous language as one of its 
official languages.  Despite this, the 
population has been steadily losing 
proficiency in the use of Hawaiian along 
with many aspects of the Hawaiian 
culture.   

In 1987, the Department of Education 
established a pilot Hawaiian language 
immersion program at two public schools, 
Waiau being one site. The program has 
since grown to about 1,800 students in 
grades kindergarten to grade 12, in 19 
schools on five islands and employs more 
than 100 teachers. 

Ka Papahana Kaiapuni provides the 
instruction and experiences which lead to 
the achievement of the DOE’s Standards 
through the medium of the Hawaiian 
language.  The program offers unique 
content and perspectives made possible 
by establishing Hawaiian as the language 
and culture of instruction.  The students 
also develop a high level of self-esteem as 
perpetuators of the native language of this 
‘āina and of the cultural heritage of the 
indigenous Hawaiian people through their 
native language. 

“He ola mau nō ka pono o ka lāhui 
kanaka i ka na‘auao Hawai‘i.” 

 

• Immersion is open to all students 
• Waiau is a K-6 elementary school site 
• Research shows that bilingual students 

have higher metacognition (thinking 
skills) and cognitive flexibility than 
those that speak only 1 language 

• Formal English instruction in 5th grade 
• Parent participation/ support expected 
• Homework will be in Hawaiian: 

- supports class work & lessons 
- completing homework in English or 

translating is discouraged as it 
hinders language development and 
fluency 

• How to register: 
- Kindergarten registration is in 

February for the following school 
year. 

- If you live outside of Waiau ‘s 
geographic area then a GE form must 
be submitted to your home school 
(the school in your area).  The GE 
period is January and February for 
the next school year.  GEs are 
accepted on a first come first served 
basis. 

- Late registrations and late GE 
applications will be accepted if 
openings are available. 

- Families interested in enrolling after 
the kindergarten year must schedule a 
family interview. 

For more information regarding the kaiapuni program 
visit the Ka Papahana Kaiapuni Hawai‘i web site: 

http: www.k12.hi.us/~kaiapuni 

 

Nā Nīnau 
Answers to common questions 

 

 

Papahana Kaiapuni Hawai‘i 
 Hawaiian Language Immersion Program 

Kula Kaiapuni 
‘o Waiau 

 

 

The Hawaiian Language 
Immersion Program 
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98-450 Ho‘okanikē St. 
Pearl City, HI 96782 
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Kula Kaiapuni ‘o Waiau has continuously 
provided quality education through the 
medium of the Hawaiian language.  We strive 
to offer curriculum through educational 
approaches that are consistent with what our 
kupuna did and are in line with the current 
research on education and language 
acquisition.   
Key components to our program include: 
• Long-term commitment between the student, 

teacher, family, and school community for 
student success. 

• Kindergarten through Grade 4 classrooms are 
Hawaiian language only environments. 

• Formal English instruction begins in Grade 5. 
• Participation in resource classes in English:  

Music, P.E., Library, Technology & Guidance 
• Participation in activities and interaction with 

English speaking counterparts as well as with 
the kaiapuni  ‘ohana including: field trips, 
camps, chorus, violin, track team, basketball 
teams, robotics, ‘ukulele…   

Student success depends heavily on family 
involvement.  Parents must believe in and 
commit to the Kaiapuni philosophy.  The 
following are suggestions for parents:  

• Make sure students come to school on time 
daily and are prepared to learn 

• Surround yourself with Hawaiian: speak 
Hawaiian at home, listen to Hawaiian 
music, label household items to learn 
vocabulary, attend community events…  

• Use your child’s Hawaiian name 
• Have Hawaiian books and a Hawaiian 

dictionary readily available at home 
• Read and sign your child’s planner daily 
• Support your child with homework 
• Return paperwork and forms on time  
• Communicate with the kumu & school 
• Participate in field trips, meetings, 

activities and fundraisers 
• Take Hawaiian language classes and learn 

along with your keiki. 
• Connect with other Kaiapuni families 

Pūpūkahi 
kākou e 

mālama... 
• iā mākou iho a   
  me nā kānaka aʻe, 
• i ke aʻo ʻana 
• i ke kula, a me 
• ka honua 
 

Nā Pahuhopu 
Goals 

  
1. High level of Hawaiian 

language proficiency.  
2. Strong foundation of 

Hawaiian culture and values. 
3. Empowered students who are 

responsible and caring 
members of our community. 

4. Knowledge and skills in all 
content areas consistent with 
the Department of Education 
goals and standards. 

 

The Kaiapuni program is an integral part 
of Waiau Elementary School.  It is not 
considered a separate school.  Our 
school campus provides opportunities 
for students to develop and thrive in 
both English and in Hawaiian. Teachers 
and students work together to fulfill our 
school’s vision, mission core values.  

Vision: a cohesive and thoughtful 
community where social, cultural, and 
intellectual diversity is nurtured and 
valued. 

Mission: to interact, collaborate, reflect, 
and celebrate as learners. 

Core Values: We are united in our 
commitment to: 
    • care about ourselves and others,  
    • care about learning, 
    • care about our school, and  
    • care about the world around us.  

Papahana Waiau 
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