The Crucible Character Analysis Essay Outline

Title (not The Crucible or the character’s name) ______________________________________________________________

Introduction

Hook (captures attention; i.e. quote, a statement to make people think, a thought-provoking question, statistic)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
 TAG (title, author, genre; but also make a connection between the hook and the TAG)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Summary/Conflict (1-3 sentences that provide background information to your topic—assume that your reader knows nothing about the subject.  Make sure you also include the conflict) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thesis (should state the 2 character traits that you will be examining as well as the character’s full name) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

1st Body Paragraph—Character Trait #1 (____________________________________)
Topic Sentence (mention character trait #1 in the sentence; explain trait generally if necessary) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Blended Detail/Example #1 (evidence (quote/paraphrase w/page #) from the text to prove your trait is true)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________​____________________________________________________________(          ). 

Commentary (comments on and explains importance of the detail; explains how the quote/paraphrase shows the trait)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Blended Detail/Example #2 (evidence (quote/paraphrase w/page #) from the text to prove your trait is true)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________​____________(          ). 

Commentary (comments on and explains importance of the detail; explains how the quote/paraphrase shows the trait)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Concluding Sentence (Tie back to Topic Sentence by restating the trait Body Paragraph #1 proves)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

2nd Body Paragraph—Character Trait #2 (____________________________________)

Topic Sentence (mention character trait #2 in the sentence; explain trait generally if necessary) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Blended Detail/Example #1 (evidence (quote/paraphrase w/page #) from the text to prove your trait is true)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________​____________________________________________________________(          ). 

Commentary (comments on and explains importance of the detail; explains how the quote/paraphrase shows the trait)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Blended Detail/Example #2 (evidence (quote/paraphrase w/page #) from the text to prove your trait is true)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________​____________(          ). 

Commentary (comments on and explains importance of the detail; explains how the quote/paraphrase shows the trait)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Concluding Sentence (Tie back to Topic Sentence by restating the trait Body Paragraph #2 proves)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Conclusion
Restate Thesis (can use different vocabulary but make sure to again mention the character traits discussed; can explain what happens to the character in the end and connect to the 2 traits you discussed)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Final Thought

SUGGESTIONS:

· Relate back to the original hook of the essay (If you started with a question, be sure to answer the question; if you started with a surprising statistic, refer back to the statistic and explain its relevance)
· Encourage your reader to take action (perhaps act or don’t act like the character, because…)

· Challenge your reader to think (apply what you learned to the general human experience by giving a lesson everyone can learn from this character)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

REMEMBER: When you write your essay, you will need to add transition words (i.e. first/second/third; first/next/finally) to make sure that your ideas flow and make sense to the reader.

