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Oral Reading Fluency Assessment 
Grades 4-6 

 
 
 
 
 
What Does It Assess? 
 

Oral reading fluency assessments determine the number of words a student can 
read aloud per minute and how many of these words are read correctly. 

  
 
 
Why Is It Assessed? 
 

Students need to be fluent in order to be proficient readers.  The District 
Assessment Plan must include assessments that substantiate student growth in 
standard learning.  Reading fluently is within Standard 1:  Reading Process.   

 
 
 
Where Is It Assessed? 
 
 Oral reading fluency will be assessed in Grades 4, 5, and 6. 
 
 
 
Who Is Assessed? 
 

All students in Grades 4, 5, and 6 will be assessed the first quarter and the  
fourth quarter. 

 
 
 
When Is It Assessed? 
 

The fluency assessment will be administered to every student in a grade level in the 
first quarter and last quarter of the school year. 

 
 
 
 
 



8.04 

How Is It Assessed? 
 

Students will complete a timed oral reading of a selected on-level passage.  As the 
student reads, the teacher follows along in a copy of the same text and notes errors.  
To calculate the number of words read correctly in one minute, subtract the number 
of errors from the total number of words read. 

 
 Errors  

• Omission 
• Substitution 
•  Misreading 
• insertion of word 
•  hesitation for more than 3 seconds 

 
Not Errors 

• self-corrections 
• repetitions 

 
 
“Fluency may be more than the sum of its part. 
 Reading accurately, while critical, is not sufficient for supporting fluent reading.  The 
ability to read a passage fluently with awareness of syntax, phrasing, and expression 
undoubtedly goes beyond simply being able to read words.  While fluency data can be 
interpreted causally, the results suggest that reading fluency may have as much to do with 
being able to gain meaning form text (comprehension), as it does with being highly 
accurate in reading words.”  NAEP 1992 Trends in Academic Progress. 
 
 
 
 
Norm Fluency Table 
 

Grade Level First Quarter Fourth Quarter 
4 90 wpm 120 wpm 
5 115 wpm 150 wpm 
6 140 wpm >150 wpm 
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Passages 
 

The fluency passages have been obtained from the Macmillan/McGraw-Hill 
Reading Series for Grades 4-6.  They have been selected by this company to reflect 
the content, length, and readability levels that a student should be able to read 
independently. 
 
The passages are attached.  Grade level, quarter given, and teacher/student copy 
are identified in the lower right corner of each passage. 

 
 
 
Scoring 
 

To calculate the number of words read correctly in one minute, subtract the number 
of errors from the total number of words read. 

 
 The numbers in the left column of each passage are a guide for counting the words. 
 
 
 
Reporting 
 

A class reporting sheet is included at the end of this packet.  A copy of the report 
should be given to the principal at the end of the first quarter with the first 
quarter scores in place.   
 
At the end of the fourth quarter, all aspects of the report should be completed 
and given to the principal and to the Curriculum Department to be included in 
the District Assessment Plan. 
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