Reading # 3 chapter 18    pages 604-610
1. What were some of the major intellectual changes that led to the Enlightenment?
2. How was the spirit of the 18c Enlightenment drawn from the scientific and intellectual revolution of the 17c?
3. Make an extensive list of the major themes/characteristics of Enlightenment thinking.
4. Create a CHART which compares the ideas and contributions made by the major personalities of the period.  Be sure to include a list of their written works and the themes of these works.
5. What was the problem that many thinkers like Voltaire had with Christianity?  How did Enlightenment thinking diminish the authority of religion?
6. Identify the major beliefs of deism.  What was the hope of the deists in regard to Christianity?
7. Who were the philosophes?  
8. What was the role of the philosophes during the Enlightenment?  How were they different from the great thinkers of the earlier centuries?
9. Why did the philosophes look to the paganism of ancient Greek and Rome and ridicule the Middle Ages?
10. What is relativism?  How did Montesquieu apply the concept to government?
11. Why did Montesquieu admire the structure of Britain's government?  What was inaccurate about his view?
12. What political role did the philosophes feel the aristocracy should play in any government?
