The Stranger, by Albert Camus

Reading Response  #3
In analyzing the character of Meursault after the arrest, critic Phillip Rhein asserts:

From the moment of Meursault's arrest, the world in terms of his experience becomes inexplicable to him.  According to the standards by which he has conducted his life, there is no basis for his arrest.  He had based his actions on complete indifference to everything except physical sensations; and, protecting this philosophy to the extreme, he saw no difference between firing or not firing the shots into the body of the Arab.  With his arrest, he is abruptly introduced into a world that is inexplicable in terms of his understanding.  The moment of the clash between the opposed demands of his individual moral code and the social code by which he is judged initiates his gradual awakening…

(Albert Camus, 36)

Discuss the changes in Meursault after his arrest.  Agree, disagree or qualify  Rhein's contention regarding Meursault's "gradual awakening," and explain what Meursault understands at the moment of his execution.
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