
The Shadow of WWII



Totalitarianism in Europe

Mussolini in Italy (1922)

Stalin in the USSR (1924)

Militarism in Japan



Benito Mussolini

Father of Italian Fascism

“The third way”

Wanted empire in Africa



MUSSOLINI’S ITALIAN CAMPAIGN (1935-1936)
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Rise of Nazism

Germans seek escape from economic disaster

Eliminate the Versailles Treaty

Regain national prestige





US Recognizes USSR 
(1933)

16 years after Russian revolution

US needs trade partners

Hoped Soviet Union would counter Germany



Reciprocal Trade 
Agreements Act (1934)

Lowered Hawley-Smoot tariffs

Kill the trade war

End of the high-tariff era



American Isolationism

U.S. mired in Depression

No interest in European affairs

Still never paid back for WWI

Debtors defaulted



Neutrality Acts

1935: No trading war materials to any nation

1936: No loans to any nations in war

Renewed act of 1935

1937: Citizens can’t travel on belligerent ships



Neutrality Acts

Made no distinction between good and bad actors

No trade with any belligerents...PERIOD





Spanish Civil War

Fascist General Franco 
overthrows republican gov’t

Hitler/Mussolini back Franco

Socialists vs. Fascists

Practice run for WWII



Imperial Japan

Invades China (1937)

FDR calls for economic embargoes

Refusal to trade with Japan/Italy

Critics attack, FDR backs down



German Aggression

Hitler reinstates army (1935)

Marches into Rhineland (1936)

Annexes Austria (1938)





German Aggression

Invades Sudetenland (Czechoslovakia)

Appeasement: European leaders give in at Munich

Hitler promises to stop

Takes rest of Czechoslovakia (world does nothing)



Munich Conference 
(1938)



Chamberlain promises peace



Non-Aggression Pact

Germany/USSR sign peace agreement

Soviets no longer a threat to Germany

Hitler can begin his military offensives



WAR!
Hitler invades Poland (October 1, 1939)

UK/France declare war on Germany

Americans stay neutral







“Phony War”

Six month calm before the storm

November to April (nothing happens)

April 1940:  Hitler invades France





America Reacts

37 billion dollars in defense spending

Massive military buildup

First peacetime draft in U.S. history



Battle of Britain

Battle of Britain

Air war to keep Germany out of England

Lasts for months

British win, Hitler has to delay invasion





Aiding Britain

Fifty destroyers (ships) given to Britain

Isolationists outraged

Violation of neutrality



Roosevelt’s Third Term

Runs in 1940

Violation of Washington’s precedent

GOP runs popular Wendell Wilkie

Both promise to stay out of the war



Election of 1940



Lend-Lease

Lend guns and tanks to England

“Send guns, not sons”

U.S. would be the “Arsenal of Democracy”



Atlantic Charter

Hitler invades USSR (June 1941)

Charter called for democracies after war

Disarmament

A new League of Nations (future UN)



MAIN FLOW OF LEND-LEASE




