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Skills Worksheet

Active Reading

Section 19-1: Solid Waste – Page 481
Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.

Solid waste from manufacturing, mining, and agriculture make­up most of the rest of the total solid waste produced in the­United States. This waste includes items­such as scrap metal, plastics, paper, sludge, and ash. Consumers do not directly produce waste from manufacturing, but they indirectly create it by purchasing products that have been manufactured. 


Waste from mining consists of rock and minerals that are left over from excavation and processing. In the past, these mine tailings were left exposed in large heaps and runoff from them contaminated nearby water sources. Now, tailings are disposed of by refilling and landscaping abandoned mines. Agricultural waste includes crop wastes and manure, which are biodegradable and can be broken down and returned to the soil. However, the increasing use of fertilizers and pesticides may mean that if this waste is returned to the soil, it could harm plants and animals. It could also contaminate groundwater in the area.

IDENTIFYING MAIN IDEAS

One reading skill is the ability to identify the main idea of a passage. The main idea is the main focus or key idea. Frequently, a main idea is accompanied by supporting information that offers detailed facts about the main idea.

In the space provided, write the letter of the term or phrase that best completes each statement or best answers each question.



1.
Solid waste from manufacturing includes


a.
crop wastes.
c.
minerals.


b.
rocks.
d.
plastics.



2.
In the past, waste from mining


a.
was biodegradable.


b.
was sometimes dumped in oceans or rivers.


c.
included paper and plastics.


d.
was produced by consumers.

Active Reading continued

VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT
Read the following question and write the answer in the space provided.


3.
The verb degrade means “break down.” The prefix bio- refers to living things. The suffix –able means “capable of.” Use this information to define biodegradable.
RECOGNIZING SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES

One reading skill is the ability to recognize similarities and differences between two phrases, ideas, or things. This is sometimes known as comparing and contrasting.

In the space provided, write the letter of the term or phrase that best completes each statement.



4.
Agricultural waste may be easier to dispose of than other types of solid waste because agricultural waste


a.
can be broken down and returned to the soil.


b.
is often left exposed in large heaps.


c.
may be used to refill abandoned mines.


d.
makes up a small percentage of the total solid waste.



5.
Manufacturing waste is different from mining waste in that manufacturing waste


a.
is processed and then purchased by consumers.


b.
is most difficult to dispose of.


c.
includes products created by human beings.


d.
is biodegradable.

RECOGNIZING CAUSE AND EFFECT

One reading skill is the ability to recognize cause and effect.
Read each question and write the answer in the space provided.


6.
How do consumers indirectly create manufacturing waste?


7.
The increasing use of which products may cause agricultural waste to become difficult to dispose of?


8.
How does the use of these products make agricultural waste more difficult to dispose of?
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