Golden Valley High School

Women’s Choir
2014-2015
Ms. Riccio
     kriccio@hartdistrict.org 



(661) 298-8140, ext. 1608

Course Description 
This vocal ensemble is comprised of intermediate and advanced singers, with an emphasis on jazz and pop music. Musicianship skills such as sight singing and reading music notation will be built upon.   

Performance opportunities include: concerts, festivals, local performances, soloist recitals, and others to be announced. 

Performances at the school concerts, competitions and festivals are mandatory and will affect the semester grade.
Course Requirements 
· Choir syllabus signed by both parent and student 

· A positive and cooperative attitude
· Participation in all required choir events 

· Must maintain GVHS eligibility to perform, as well as adhere to tardy and attendance policies

· Suggested Contribution $100 per semester; fundraising available
· Costume

Course Objectives 
Artistic Perception 

• Students read, notate, listen to, analyze and describe music and other aural information using the terminology of music. 

Creative Expression 

• Students apply vocal music skills in performing a varied repertoire of music. They compose and arrange music and improvise melodies, variations, and accompaniments, using a variety of mediums. 

Historical and Cultural Context 

• Students analyze the role of music in past and present cultures throughout the world, noting diversity as it relates to music, musicians and composers 

Aesthetic Valuing 

• Students critically assess and derive meaning from works of music and the performance of musicians in a cultural context according to the elements of music and aesthetic qualities. 

Connections, Relationships, Applications 

• Students apply what they learn in music across subject areas. They develop competencies and creative skills in problem solving, communication, and management of time and resources that contribute to lifelong learning and career skills. They learn about careers in and related to music. 

Discipline
· The GVHS Discipline Policy and Integrity Policy will be adhered to
· Due to the nature of the class, respect, understanding and tolerance is expected from every member of the performing ensemble
· Remember: no cell phones, no ipods, no gum, no food, no drinks (except for water bottles)
Materials 

You will be required to supply the following:

· pencil, journal – everyday 
· Choir folder – these are expected to remain pristine throughout the year
Evaluation and Assessment (per semester) 
· An emphasis on music understanding and performance will be tested through individual singing and written tests. 

· Students will be graded on daily participation
· Each student will attend and write a report on at least one outside vocal music concert. 

· All students will be expected to participate in fundraisers: some will be allotted to the group, others will be directly credited to the student’s fund for spring San Diego Trip
Grading Policy – course grades will follow the gvhs grading matrix; 0-59% F, 60-69% D, 70-79% C, 80-89% B, 90-100 A

30 % Daily Participation (20 pts per week x 15 weeks = 300 pts)
Coming to class prepared with music, pencil, dance clothes, homework completed; singing; not talking during warm-ups or announcements
40% Performances (150 pts for Winter and Spring Concerts; 100 pts for festivals and comps)

concerts, festivals and community performances

30% Written work: concert papers, tests and quizzes (approx 300 pts each semester)
Due dates for long term assignments, any assignment given a week in advance, are due the assigned day – no exceptions.  If an assignment is not completed, students will be assigned to the GVHS Just Do It Center until the work is completed.  

Please return this page to school with your GVHS student no later than August 21, 2014. 

I understand and agree to the expectations and procedures of the class.  The donation amounts we receive determine the scope of the program for the year.   

Student Name (printed)

Student Signature

Parent/Guardian Signature

Contact number for Parent/Guardian (required even if student is over 18)

Student e-mail

Parent e-mail 

