Name: ___________________________

Of Mice and Men 
Chapter Three--Significant Passages

Useful Vocabulary Words

to squawk-- to complain loudly and angrily

to be yella; to be yellow--to be a coward

a lynch mob-- a group of men who are determined to hang 
someone without a trial 

a bitch-- a female dog

rheumatism-- a disease that makes the joints and muscles painful and stiff
a flirt, tart, jail bait, trollop-- a woman who is regarded as too flirtatious and friendly with men who are not her husband
cathouse, flop house, whorehouse, Susy’s Place, Clara’s House-- a place where men go and pay to have sex with women

Significant Passages

1. “’An’ he was so damn nice to me for pullin’ him out. Clean forgot I told him to jump in. Well, I ain’t done nothing like that no more’” (40).

Who is the speaker?

Why is this passage significant?

2. “’Well—hell! I had him so long. Had him since he was a pup. I herded sheep with him’” (44).
Who is the speaker?

What is the context?

Why is this passage significant?

3. “For a moment he continued to stare at the ceiling. Then he rolled slowly over and faced the wall and lay silent” (49).

Who is the speaker?

What is the context?

Why is this passage significant?

4. “’When they can me here I wisht somebody’d shoot me. But they won’t do nothing like that. I won’t have no place to go, an’ I can’t get no more jobs’” (60).

Who is the speaker?

What is the key word? Why?

Why is this passage significant?


5. “’Well, get the hell out and wash your face’” (65).

Who is the speaker?

What is the context?

Is the speaker angry? How can you tell?

Reflection:  Lennie and George are a pair. One man is big and one is small; one man is smart and the other is mentally disabled. They travel together; they are a distinct pair. Are there any other pairs in this novel? Please identify and then describe the pair. 
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