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Introducing Quotations 

When introducing quotations, there are two basic rules for seamlessly integrating them into your writing. 

Rule 1: When referring to the writer, refer to him or her as the “speaker.” 

· WRONG: The author claims, “The voices you speak with/ are oversized chisels.” 
· RIGHT: 
· WRONG: Derrig says, “The voices you speak with/ are oversized chisels.” 
· RIGHT: 
Rule 2: Avoid stating too literally that you are about to introduce a quote. Use the power verbs listed below to vary your sentence types. 
	Power verbs: 

 

add, affirm, announce, assert, claim, communicate, conjecture, convey, declare, deliver, disclose, divulge, express, gives voice, imply, maintain, make known, mention, pronounce, put forth, relate, remark, render, repeat, reply, report, respond, reveal, speak, state, suggest, tell, utter, verbalize, voice



· OKAY: One quote the author says is, “The voices you speak with/ are oversized chisels.” 
· BETTER: The speaker declares, “The voices you speak with/ are oversized chisels.”
· OKAY: This quotation states, “The voices you speak with/ are oversized chisels.” 
· BETTER: 
· OKAY: The quote, “The voices you speak with/ are oversized chisels,” proves Derrig’s point. 
· BETTER: 
Practice!
Review the three quotes you selected in the “say” column of your “Say-Mean-Matter” chart. Reflect on how you can integrate these quotes smoothly into the body of your paragraph using the rules discussed today. 
