Regulation Report

Policy, Regulations and Treaties:  Report and Story
According to Garrett Hardin, resources in the commons will be degraded unless there are formal regulations that prevent unsustainable use of the resources.  In this assignment you will study one regulation, law, or treaty.  You will write answers to each of the following questions, and present your findings to the class at some time during the semester. 

This Project will have 3 Products:

1: An Information Report 

2: A story
3: An answer key

The Information Paper must include
1. What is the name of your regulation? (Include the Acronym if it has one)
2. Who does the regulation target? 

3. What does the regulation make the target group do?
4. What is the commons (The public resource) that this regulation is trying to regulate?
5. What external cost (damages) does this regulation attempt to address?

6. What ecosystem services are impacted by this regulation?  (See ecosystem services list below)

7. Does this regulation value the intrinsic value of nature? Explain.

8. Describe an interesting or surprising aspect of this regulation, its implementation, or the effectiveness of its impact.

9. What problems does this regulation create?  Why would anyone or any organization or group oppose this regulation?

10. Use at least two sources for your research and list those source websites at the end of your report.
The Story

Write a story (an actual case or fiction--it must be realistic). That describes a situation in which this legislation or treaty is used to protect and maintain the sustainable use of resources or ecosystem services.  
A reader of your story should be able to answer the following questions:

1. What is the commons (the resources)

2. Describe the Market (the buyer and seller)

3. Describe 2 external costs 

4. Explain why they are external costs

5. Explain if the law tries to bring externalities into the market or if it is a command and control regulation. Be sure to explain your reasoning.
6. Describe problems that this regulation or treaty created

· YOUR STORY SHOULD NOT  OBVIOUSLY ANSWER THE QUESTIONS (For example: “The commons in this story is …)

· Your story should be typed and neat.  No more than one page 

· Extra Credit for an Image that connects to the story.

Answer Key

Make an answer key for the six questions on separate paper.

Ecosystem Services

· Regulating atmospheric gases

· Regulating climate

· Purifying Water, Soil, and Air

· Cycling, storing, and Cleaning water

· Cycling nutrients

· Controlling populations

· Providing food

· Providing habitats

· Supplying raw materials

· Reservoir of medicines

· Genetic resources
· Soil Formation
· Pollinating plants

· Sewage Treatment

· Dampening Disturbances (Erosion Control, Flood control, Hurricane Protection)

· Education 
· Recreation

· Cultural, Spiritual, and Aesthetic Quality
