Chapters 4-6 Part I: Using Prior Knowledge and Contextual Clues

Below are the sentences in which the vocabulary words appear in the text. Read the sentence. Use any clues you can find in the sentence combined with your prior knowledge, and write what you think the underlined words mean on the lines provided.

1. He was as though suddenly and joyfully awakened from a dark annihilating stupor.

2. He put away the soma bottle, and taking out a packet of sex-hormone chewing-gum, stuffed

a plug into his cheek and walked slowly away towards the hangars, ruminating.

3. Dared he face the risk of being humiliated by a contemptuous refusal?

4. Would the creature treat him with the respect due to his caste?

5. A chronic fear of being slighted made him avoid his equals. . . .

6. He passed his hand across his eyes, he sighed, his voice became plaintive.

7. . . . in the red twilight it was as though some enormous negro dove were hovering

benevolently over the now prone or supine dancers.

8. . . . So jolly," she repeated and smiled, for all the puzzled anxiety in her eyes, with what was meant to be an inviting and voluptuous cajolery.

9. But Bernard remained unabashed.

Part II: Determining the Meaning Match the vocabulary words to their dictionary definitions. If there are words for which you cannot figure out the definition by contextual clues and by process of elimination, look them up in a dictionary.


10. annihilating 
A. mournful


11. ruminating 
B. harmlessly; in a beneficial way


12. contemptuous 
C. not disconcerted or embarrassed; calm


13. caste

D. continual; recurring


14. chronic 

E. social class


15. plaintive 

F. urging with gentle and repeated appeals, teasing or flattery


16. benevolently 
G. meditating; thinking


17. cajolery 

H. completely overwhelming or incapacitating


18. unabashed 

I. disdainful; disgraceful; scornful

